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THE 

EMIGRANTS,  &c. 


LETTER  L, 


Capt.  Arl — ton,  to  Mr.  II — ray. 

Clarkeville,  Thurfday,  8.  A.  MB 

TO  what  a  (late  of  mifery  am  I 
reduced  my  dear  friend  ?  How  have  I  been 
tantalized  with  idle  hope  ?  But  you  are  to 
blame  for  the  lafi  mortification  I  received. 
However  I  know  your  intentions  were 
fincere.  But  it  certainly  was  very  idle, 
to  fay  the  lead  of  the  matter,  to  renew  my 
overtures,  after  I  received  the  note  at 
Pittfburg.  But  you  know  I  did  it,  at 
your  moft  earned  requeft.  It  was  a  fad 
experiment  to  prove  your  judgment  er- 
roneous. You  mult  now,  I  think,  be 
vol.  in.  B  coa^ 


2  THE    EMIGRANTS. 

convinced  that  Caroline  has  no  more  re- 
gard for  me,  than  flie  has  for  you,  or  any 
other  acquaintance. 

Never  will  I  fee  her  fair  face  again  ;  it  is 
impofTible  for  me  to  live  in  the  fame  place 
where  Caroline  dwells  upon  fuch  terms. 
Again,  has  flie  affecled  to  be   ill  merely  to 

avoid  me  ;  for  Mifs  T n  told  me  lad 

evening,  when  I  was  impatient  to  know  if 
her  indifpofition  was  in  the  leafl  alarming, 
that  nothing  was  the  matter  with  her,  and 
that  keeping  her  room  was  entirely  an  air. 

Never  my  friend  was  I  fo  thunder- 
flruck,  every  one  of  my  faculties  were  fuf- 
pended  by  grief,  while  I  felt  every  tor- 
turing fenfation,  which  difappointed  love 
can  produce. 

Such  were  the  confiderations,   that  in- 
duced me   to  fly  over  the  river.     I   could 
not  laft  night   explain  myfelf,  for   I  was 
wrecked  in  the  element  of  the  mod  ago- 
nizing 
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nizing  and  torturing  frenzy.  Crofs  im- 
mediately over  to  me,  that  I  may  hurry 
from  the  fight  of  that  place,  which  con- 
tains the  lovely,  but  dangerous  Caroline. 
Let  me  look  in  the  wilds  of  this  extenfive 
region  for  that  peace  of  mind,  which  Ca- 
roline, I  fear,  has  for  ever  deftroyed. 
Come  my  friend,  let  us  together  explore 
the  country  until  we  find  the  fources  of  the 
Miffifippi,  and  the  limits  of  the  more  im- 
petuous and  extenfive  Minouri ;  for  I  will 
live  in  this  uncultivated,  and  uncivilized 
wafte,  until  my  perfon  ihall  become  as 
wild  as  my  fenfes. 

O  my  friend  !  three  days  fince,  when  we 
found  Caroline  half  unzoned,  fetting  in 
the  marquee  to  receive  the  cool  breezes, 
which  feemed  to  wanton  in  her  bofom  as 
if  enraptured  with  its  fweets,  while  her 
confcious  thoughts  diffufed  their  rofeate 
charms  over  her  heavenly  face,  how  did 
my  fenfes  beat  with  the  ecftacy  of  defire  ? 
b  2  And 
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And  when  you  left  us  alone,  how  did  my 
imagination  glow  with  all  the  enthufiafm  of 
the  moft  delicate  and  tender  paffion?  I 
again  believed  my  felicity  would  be  per- 
fect; and  can  you,  after  fuch  a  difappoint- 
ment,  form  a  conception  of  the  anguilh  of 
my  tortured  and  diftra£ted  mind  ? 

I  fhall  expecl;  you  this  evening,  or  to- 
morrow morning  at  fartheft,  and  let  me  in- 
treat  you  not  to  difappoint  your  wretched 
friend, 

J.  A.RL— TON. 


LET* 


THE    EMIGRANTS, 


LETTER  LL. 

Mr.  II— ray  to  P.  P .  Efq. 

Thurfday,  2  P.  M. 

Dear  Sir, 

MY  friend  Capt.  Arl — ton  crofled 
over  this  morning  to  Clarkeville,  and  I  am 
obliged  to  follow  him  without  delay ;  for 
fome  latent  caufe  feems  to  have  diftra&ed 
his  mind,  and  it  appears  neceffary  to  ad- 
minifter  the  offices  of  a  friend,,  in  order 
to  prevent  him  from  falling  into  fome  diffi- 
culty, as  he  now  is  in  the  Indian  country, 

I  called  at  your  apartments  to  make  an 

excufe  for  my  abrupt  departure;  but  as  I 

had  the  misfortune  not  to  find  you  at  home,, 

b  3  I  hope 
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I  hope  you  will  confider  this  as  a  fufficient 
apology,  and  believe  no  one  is  more  con- 
cerned in  the  welfare  of  your  friends,  than 
myfelf;  and  the  moment  I  return,  I  fhall 
take  every  poffible  ftep  to  give  proofs  of  it. 

In  the  mean  time  if  you  will  do  me  the 
honour  to  correfpond  with  me,  you  will 
confer  a  favour  upon  me,  which  it  will  al- 
ways be  my  pride  to  acknowledge. 

Farewell, 

G.  Il— ray. 
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LETTER    LII. 
P.  P Efq.  to  Mr.  II— ray. 

Louifville,  Thurfday  Evening. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  Have  this  moment  received 
your  note  of  this  day,  and  was  not  more 
furprized  at  your  fudden  departure  than 
I  was  concerned  for  the  neceffity  of  it. 

Permit  me  to  acknowledge  how  much  I 
feel  myfelf  gratified  in  the  thought  of  that 
pleafure  I  (hall  receive  from  your  com- 
munications ;  and  alfo  my  gratitude  for 
the  intereft  you  take  in  the  happinefs  of 
my  unfortunate  friends;  and  to  affure  you 
at  the  fame  time,  that  I  am  not  infenfi- 
ble  of  the  many  favours  you  have  done 
them. 

»  4  I  have 
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I  have  my  fufpicions  of  the  caufe  that 
determined  your  friend  Captain  Arl — ton 
to  leave  this  place,  with  fo  much  preci- 
pitation; and  I  hope  in  future  he  will  not 
trifle  with  a  lady  under  an  idea  that  flie  is 
unprotected. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  fir,  with 
the  utmofl  refpeft,  your  obedient  fervant, 

P.  P . 

P.  S.  As  I  fend  a  barge  purpofely  with 
this,  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  receive 
it  before  you  leave  Clarkeville. 


LET- 
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*  a  *•  LETTER  LIII. 

i    *\JAr.3l—rayto  P.  P ,  Efq. 


r>  * 


Clarkeville,  Friday  Morning, 

Dear  Sir, 


I  Had  the  pleafure  of  receiving 
your  note  per  exprefs  lafl  evening,  and  I 
have  in  reply  to  fay,  I  communicated  the 
contents  to  my  friend,  who  was  not  a  little 
hurt  at  the  idea,  that  you. or  Mifs  Caroline 

X ~n,  fhould'  harbour  the  moft  dif- 

tant  fufpiciori  that  he  was  capable  of  trif- 
ling with  any  perfon,  much  lefs  with  an 
amiable  young  lady,;,  and  he  was.  very 
forry  to  requeii  me  to  add,  that  it  would 
not  be  confident  with  the  fentiments  either 
of  a  brave  or. .generous  man,  to  make  any 
b  5  comments 


JO  THE    EMIGRANTS. 

comments  upon  the  conclufion  of  your 
note,  as  he  is  willing  to  believe  the  ex- 
preflion  was  unguarded;  and  that  while  he 
governs  his  own  conduct,  he  knows  of  no 
obligation  he  owes  to  any  perfon,  who 
has  a  right,  either  to  direft:  or  controul  his 
movements;  and,  that  he  is  conftrained  to 
make  thefe  obfervations,  only  from  that 
delicate  fenfe  of  honour,  which  every  gen- 
tleman ought  to  feel. 

I  hope  you  will  put  the  moft  favourable 
conftruftion  upon  thefe  remarks,  and  while 
I  am  difcharging  the  office  of  a  friend,  I 
alfo  hope  you  will  not  doubt  the  fincerity 
of  my  motives ;  but,  if  you  mould  harbour 
any  one  fentiment  derogatory  to  the  ho- 
nour or  generofity  of  my  friend,  I  fhall  be 
made  moft  happy  on  my  return  to  come  to 
an  eclair cijfement  with  you  upon  the  fub- 
jecl:  and  permit  me  to  affare  you,  that  it 
is  my  firft  wifh  to  promote  a  right  under- 
standing between  you>  and  in  a  firm  per- 

fuafion* 
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fuafion,  that  it  is  alfo  your  wifh,  I  will 
do  myfelf  the  pleafure  to  write  to  you  from 
Poll  St.  Vincent. 

Commend  Captain  Arl ton  and  my- 
felf to  all  our  friends,  and  particularly  to 
Mifs  Caroline. 

Farewell. 

G.  Il RAY. 

P.  S.    Captain   Arl ton  begs  that  I 

will  return  you  his  thanks  for  recommend- 
ing to  him  the  young  mountaineer,  who  he 
finds  very  ufeful  and  alert. 


5  6  LET- 
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LETTER  LIV. 
P.  P .  Efq.  to  Mr.  II ray. 

Louifvillc,  July* 

Dear  Sir, 

TO  convince  you  how  fincerely 
I  regard  your  efteem,  I  embrace  an  op- 
portunity that  has  prefented  itfelf  of  do- 
ing myfelf  the  pleafure  of  writing  to  you, 
without  regard  to  the  ceremony  of  firft 
receiving  your  letter,  which  you  promifed 
to  write  me  from  St.  Vincent's. 

No  fentiments  can  be  more  facred  in 
the  eftimation  of  a  gentleman,  than  thofe 
of  generofity  and  honour;  and  I  difdain 
to   fkreen    myfelf   under   the   allowance, 

which 
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which  your  friend  may  fuppofe  he  liberally 
made  for  me,  when  he  attributed  the  eon- 
clufion  of  my  note  to  yon,  touching  his 
conduct,  to  hafte  or  being  off  my  guard. 

If  he  had  felt  that  delicate  fenfe  of  ho~ 
nour  of  which  he  talks,  he  would  immedi- 
ately have  returned  and  come  to  an  ex- 
planation ;  for  all  men  who  are  confcious 
of  having  acled  in  every  refpecl  like  gen- 
tlemen, always  court  enquiry  and  investi- 
gation; and  though  I  will  not  haftily  put 
any  unfavourable  conftruclion  upon  the 
conduct  of  a  man  of  whom  I  have  been 
induced  to  think  well ;  (till  I  muft  declare, 
that  I  never  was  more  difappointed,  than 
when  I  found  my  note  had  not  induced 
Captain  ArL—  ton.  to  re-crofs  the  Ohio. 

Such  are  my  candid  fentiments  upon  the 
fubjed  of  his  conduct,  and  which  I  hope 
when  he  returns,  he  will  bt  able  to  juftify; 
but  if  he  will  neither  return,    or  cannot 

make 
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make  a  j unification,  I  fhall  be  obliged  to 
confider    his    conduct    to    Mifs    Caroline 

T n,  not  only  as  reprehenfible,  but 

I  fhall  think  he  dared  not  to  have  trifled 
with  her,  as  he  has  done  in  two  inftances, 
one  at  Pittfburg,  and  the  other  at  this 
place,  if  he  had  not  fuppofed  that  her  un- 
protected fituation  fecured  his  impunity. 

Give  me  leave  to  allure  you,  that  you 
have  my  mod  unfeigned  wifhes,  for  the  en- 
joyment of  every  pleafure  your  excurfion 
can  afford. 

Your  friends  have  all  defired  me  to  affure 
you  of  their  wifhes  for  your  fafety  and 
fpeedy  return. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  utmofl 
regard,  my  dear  Sir,  your  mofl  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

P.  P * 

LET- 
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LETTER  LV. 

Mr.  II— ray  to  P.  P ,  Efq. 

St.  Vincent's,  Auguft. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  Had  the  pleafure  of  receiving 
your  obliging  favour  from  Louifville  two 
days  fince,  and  would  have  returned  an 
immediate  anfwer,  had  I  not  found  myfelf 
too  much  indifpofed  to  write. 

Whether  I  took  cold,  or  whether  it  was 
from  the  uneafinefs  which  preyed  upon  my 
mind  in  confequence  of  the  mifunderftand- 
ing  between  you  and  my  friend  Arl — ton, 
or  whether  both  confpired,  I  cannot  abfo- 
lutely  fay,  but  I  found  myfelf  fo  extreme- 
ly unwell  before  I  reached  this  place,  that 

it 
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it  was  with  difficulty  I.  xould  travel;  and 
ever  fmce  our  arrival^  I  have  been  eon=- 
fined  to  my  bed. 

Captain  Arl — ton,  finding  that  my  fever 
had  taken  a  turn,  and  that  I  was  out-  of  all 
danger,  and  feeing  that  it  would  be  fome 
time  before  I  could  be  fufhciently  recover- 
ed to  accompany  him,  and  he  being  impa- 
tient to  purfue  the  object  of  his  journey,, 
while  the  feafon  continued  favourable,  fet 
out  three  days  fmce  for  St.  Anthony's  falls, 
from  which  place  he  purpofes  to  proceed 
down  the  Miflifippi  to  Kafkafkia,  where  I 
am  to  meet  him  about  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember, when  it  is  our  intention  to  vifit 
the  country  upon  the  Miffouri,  and  when 
I  fhall  not  fail  to  communicate  to  him  your 
fentiments  refpecling  his  conduct  to  Mifs 
Caroline  T— n. 

Men  view  things  differently  wheir.  they 
have  heard  but  one  fide   of  the  queftion, 

and 
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and  with  every  deference  l  to  your  good 
fenfe  and  moderation,  I  muft  beg  leave  to 
allure  you,  that  I  think  my  friend  incapa- 
ble of  a&ing  difingenuoufly  by  any  human 
being ;  and  if  you  think  he  has  in  any 
refpecl  trifled  with  your  niece,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  pledge  my  reputation  upon  his 
making  the  rnoft  fair  and  open  acknow- 
ledgement. 

You  muft  permit  me  to  referve  any 
opinion  I  may  have  formed  upon  the  fub- 
jecl:,  as  the  affair  is  altogether  of  too  deli* 
cate  a  nature  for  me  to  promulge  a  thought 
upon,  without  firft  having  confulted  my 
friend :  and  fuffer  me  to  add,  that  it  is  im- 
poflible  for  me  to  entertain  one  thought 
derogatory  to  the  delicacy  or  dignity  of 
the  charming  Mifs  Caroline  T— — n. 

It  is  at  prefent  Captain  Arl — ton's  in- 
tention, when  we  fhall  have  explored  the 
country  upon  the  Millburi,  to  return   to 

Baltimore 
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Baltimore  by  the  way  of  New  Orleans, 
which  makes  me  fear  it  will  not  be  pof- 
fible  for  you  and  he  to  have  an  oral  ex- 
planation, and  thoughts  written  in  mod 
cafes  of  difagreement,  I  have  remarked, 
tend  rather  to  widen  the  mifunderftand- 
ing. 

Previous  to  my  leaving  this  place  I  mail 
write  to  you  upon  its  fituation,  Sec.  as  I 
am  too  weak  at  prefent  to  add  any  thing 
more. 

Let  me  defire  you  to  inform  my  friends, 
how  very  fincerely  I  wifh  to  return  to 
tbem. 

Farewell. 

G.    IL RAY, 


LET- 
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LETTER  LVL 
P.  P Efq.  to  Mr.  II ray. 

Clarkeville,  Tuefday,  Auguft. 

I  Am  made  the  mod  miferable 
man  alive,  my  dear  fir,  in  the  lofs  of  my 
charming  and  moll  affectionate  niece  Ca- 
roline- 
She  was  carried  off  this  morning  by  a 
party  of  Indians  from  the  heights  of  Silver 
Creek. — Every  exertion  to  follow  and  ref- 
cue  her  has  been  made,  but  I  have  no 
tidings  of  their  having  been  overtaken  ; 
and    as  your   favour  from   St.   Vincent's 

dated  ,    informs  me  that   you   arc 

ftill  at  that  poft,  I  difpatch  a  runner  with 

this, 


20  THE    EMIGRANTS^ 

this,  in  order  to  requeft  you  will  fend  out 
a  party  from  thence,  who  may  have  a 
chance  of  intercepting  them;  for  it  feems 
they  are  fome  of  the  remote  tribes,  as  part 
of  them  were  armed  with  bows  and  ar- 
rows. 

I  can  give  you  no  inftru&ions  how  to 
aft  upon  this  emergency,  and  moft  melan- 
choly cataftrophe ;  but  I  know  you  will 
make  every  pofllble  exertion  to  refcue  my 
loft  and  unfortunate  friend. 

It  is  now  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening^ 

and  General    W has    not    returned 

from  the-  purfuit,  who  I  am  waiting  to  hear 
from  before  I  difpatch  this,  and  which 
time  I  will  fnatch  to  inform  you  how  this 
irreparable  accident  happened,  and  which 
has  brought  to  light  a  moft  inhuman  and 
nefarious  tranfaftion. 

Caroline 
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Caroline  has  been  in  a  moft  penfve 
mood  ever  fince  your  departure,  and  to 
amufe  her  thoughts  flie  croffed  this  morn- 
ing into  the  Indian  country,  unattended, 
except  by  the  barge-men,  who  were  to 
return  for  her  at  3  P.  M.  and  her  maid, 
to  view  the  falls  from  Silver  Creek,  where 
fhe  was  when  the  maid,  who  was  returning 
back  from  Clarkeville  where  fhe  had  been 
for  her  miftrefs's  glafs,  that  had  been 
left  by  accident,  law  the  favages  carry  her 
off.—    . 

She  inftaritly  by  her  cries  alarmed  the 
inhabitants,  who  went  in  purfuit  of  them  j 
and  then  recroffed  to  bring  us  the  unwel- 
come news.  I  had  gone  out  in  the  morn- 
ing early,  otherwife  I  certainly  mould  have 
prevented  Caroline  from  going  over  the 
river;     but    I    had     returned,     and    was 

fitting  with  Mifs  T n,  when  the  maid 

came  crying,   and  faid,  "  That    her  mik 
5  trefsj — that  Mifs  Caroline  was  taken  by 

"  the 
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"  the  Indians." — Mifs  T n  turned 

pale — I  was  petrified — Mifs  T n  threw 

herfelf  at  my  feet,  and  implored  my  for  - 
givenefs,  and  then  with  the  greateft  con- 
trition, acknowledged  that  fhe  had  written 

a  note  to  Captain  Arl ton  which  had 

been    the    caufe    of  all    Caroline's  mife- 


ries.- 


I  crofled  inflantly  to  Clarkeville,  with  a 
mind  fo  agitated  that  I  fcarcely  knew  what 
I  was  about ;  and  not  untill  this  moment, 
am  I  able  to  fupport  myfelf,  but  from  the 
'hope,  that  the  dear  girl  will  be  overtaken 
and  reftored  to  us. 

It  is  now  nine  o'clock,  and  not  one  of 
the  parties  have  returned — I  am  incapable 
of  making  any    remarks  upon    a   conduct 

fo  unnatural   as  that  of  Mifs  T n.      It 

was  the  mod  ungenerous  I  yet  ever  heard 
«— her  confcience  affecled  her   fo  power- 
fully, the  moment  fhe  heard  of  poor  Caro- 
line's 
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line's  fate,  that  me  could  not  fupprefs  her 
compunction. 

Pad  ten   o'clock.      I  have   no  news  of 

General  W ,  and  therefore  I   think 

it  bed  not  to  delay   another  moment   dis- 
patching the  runner. 

I  am,  dear  fir,  your  much  afflicted  friend 
and  humble  fervant. 

P.   P . 


LET- 
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*    LETTER  LVII. 

Mr.  II— ray  to  P.  P .  Efq, 

St.  Vincent,  Auguft. 
My  dear  Sir, 

I  Received  by  the  bearer  within 
two  days  after  date,  the  fad  accounts  of 
the  capture  of  your  lovely  niece  by  the 
natives. 

Never  were  my  feelings  more  diftreffed 
— never  were  my  fenfes  more  confounded 
— never  was  my  forrow  more  poignant — 
but  the  moment  my  recollection  would 
permit  me,  I  flatted  from  my  bed  which 
I  had  only  occafionally  left,  and  walk- 
ed to  the  fort  to  inform  the   commandant 

of 
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of  the  circumftance  of  Caroline's    being 
taken. 

In  an  inftant  a  party  was  difpatched  up 
the  Wabafh — and  immediately  after  feve- 
ral  others  were  fent  different  ways,  the 
return  of  which  I  have  waited,  previous 
to  fending  back  your  runner. 

Would  God  he  was  the  harbinger  of 
good  news — not  a  veftige  of  an  Indian 
have  any  one  of  them  difcovered — they 
continued  out  for  four  days,  by  which 
time,  if  they  had  come  this  way  they  would 
have  crofled  the  Wabafh. 

Unfortunate  Caroline !  How  will  her 
fenfible  heart  palpitate  in  the  agonizing 
dereliction?  How  will  her  tender  limbs 
fupport  the  fatigue  of  being  hurried 
through  briary  thickets?  How  will  her 
lovely  frame  be  able  to  reft,  without  other 
covering,  than  the  cloud  deformed  cano- 

VOL.    III.  C  py 


Q~6  t»e  emigrants. 

py  of  the  heavens?  What  will  be  the  fen- 

fations  of  Arl ton  when  he  hears   of 

the  fate  of  Caroline,  and  the  expofition  of 
the  circumftance  of  the  note,  which  mud 
explain  to  you  the  whole  apparent  incon- 
fiftencv  of  his  conducl? 

We  mud  live  in  hope — after  the  effer- 
vefcence  of  our  paffions,  our  cooler  judg- 
ment fearches  for  more  (table  ground  to 
acl:  upon ;  and  it  is  from  the  lofs  we  all 
have  fuftained,  we  are  bound  to  demand 
that  Caroline  mall  be  given  up;  otherwife 
the  whole  race  of  favages,  mult  expiate 
with  their  lives  the  robbery  they  have 
committed. 

Lay  the  cafe  before  the  fenate  of  the 
ftate,  for  I  am  fure  all  who  have  feen 
Caroline  will  plead  the  caufe,  while  the 
revolution  of  her  beauty  will  infpire  their 
eloquence  with  irrefiftible  energy. 

Farewell. 
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Farewell.  If  you  fhould  have  any  in- 
formation of  her,  pray  difpatch  an  exprefs 
to  me. 

I  am,  fincerely  your's,  Sec. 

G.  Il         ray. 


c  %  LET- 
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LETTER  LVIII. 

Mr.  //— ray,  to  P.  P ,  Efq. 


St.  Vincent's  Sept. 


My   Dear  Sir, 


I  Have  this  in  flan  t  received  a 
letter,  dated  Kafkafkia  from  my  friend 
Arl— ton,  by  a  runner,  who  I  fend  for- 
ward with  it  enclofed,  as  it  will  fave  the 
time  of  tranferibing  fo  much  of  it  as  con- 
cerns you ;  and  which  I  hope  will  con- 
vince you  of  the  purity  of  his  motives,  and 
the  fincerity  of  his  attachment  for  your 
lovely  neice. 

I  am  in  hafle,  your's,  &c; 

C.  Il — ray. 
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LETTER  LIX. 
CapU  Arl — ton,  to  Mr.  Il~-ray. 

Kafkafkia,  Sept, 

My  Dear  Friend, 

FROM  St.  Vincent's  we  croffed 
the  immenfe  Buffalo  plains,  and  then  mak- 
ing our  courfe  north-wefterly,  towards  the 
head  waters  of  the  Illinois  river,  we  fell  in 
upon  it  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
above  its  mouth,  according  to  the  compu- 
tation of  my  guide,  where  we  encamped 
in  order  to  prepare  rafts  to  tranfport  our 
baggage  acrofs  the  river ;  and  during  which 
time,  the  hunters  would  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  fee ure  provifions  for  the  party  un- 
til we  fhould  arrive  at  St.  Anthony's  falls  : 
As  we  were  falling  more  into  the  track  of 
c  3  the 
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the  Indians,  I  thought  it  prudent  that  we 
mould  move  as  compa6l  as  poffible;  and 
that  could  not  be  done  in  cafe  the  hunters 
Ihould  be  frequently  in  purfuit  of  game: 
Befides,  firing  would  have  been  a  fignal  for 
the  favages  to  difcover  us  ;  a  confederation 
fufhcient  to  induce  me  to  lay  in  a  plenti- 
ful ftock  before  I  left  the  buffalo  country, 
to  fupply  us  to  the  limits  of  our  journey, 
and,  it  was  my  intention  after  croffing  the 
Illinois,  not  to  fuffer  a  gun  to  be  fired. 

It  was  early  in  the  morning  of  the  30th 
ult.  that  one  of  my  hunters,  who  had 
been  abfent  the  whole  of  the  preced- 
ing day,  returned  to  camp  in  great  hafte, 
a'fid  informed  me,  that  morning,  immedi- 
ately after  the  break  of  day,  as  he  was 
watching  for  Buffalos,  at  a  croifing  about 
ten  miles  above  where  we  lay,  he  faw  a 
party  of  Indians  put  off  from  the  more, 
upon  a  raft,  who  appeared  to  have  charge 
of  prifonersj   and  the  moment  that  he  had 

feen 
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feen  them  land  upon  the  oppofite  bank,  he 
had  polled  back  to  the  party. 

I  inftantly  ordered  the  baggage  to  be 
packed  up,  when  I  crofled  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  river,  where  it  was  depofked 
with  the  provifions  we  had  fecured,  and 
then  forcing  a  march  to  the  place  where 
the  hunter  had  feen  the  Indians  land,  we 
took  their  track,  which  we  followed  with 
all  poffible  celerity;  and  I  think  it  was 
about  two  in  the  afternoon,  when  my  ad- 
vanced man  returned  to  inform  me,  they 
were  then  afcending  a  hill,  not  diftant  half 
a  mile. 

I  halted  my  party  for  a  moment  to  in- 
ftruct  them  how  to  a£t,  and  defired  them 
to  follow  about  three  hundred  yards  in  my 
rear,  and  taking  with  me  two  men,  I  went, 
rapidly  forward  until  I  obtained  fight  of 
them;  when  I  faw  their  number  was  double 
c  4  ours 
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ours,  and,  that  they  had  only  one  female 
prifoner. 

How  to  refcue  the  prifoner,  without  en- 
dangering her  life,  was  a  difficulty  I  couldnot 
contrive  to  furmount — at  length,  I  thought 
the  only  chance  would  be  to  wait  until 
night,  and  in  cafe  they  kept  no  guard,  for 
they  were  now  far  removed  from  an  ene- 
my's country,  and  when  they  mould  be 
fleeping  we  might  retake  her,  before  they 
would  have  time  to  hear,  or  perceive  us. 
—  However  that  fcheme  was  fruflrated  by 
their  vigilance  ;  when  I  devifed  the  follow- 
ing ftratagem: — 

.  At  the  dawn  of  day  I  difpatched  four  of 
my  men,  keeping  only  the  mountaineer 
with  me,  with  orders  to  advance  about  one 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  front  of  the  Indians, 
there  to  difcharge  their  pieces  irregularly 
twice,   as  quick    as  pofJible,  and  then  to 

make 
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make  a  fmall  circuit,  and  return  with  the 
greater!  expedition.  The  plan  fucceeded 
— The  Indians  were  in  an  inftant  up,  and 
haftened  towards  the  place  where  the  firing 
appeared,  leaving  only  two  men  to  guard 
their  prifoner.  This  was  the  moment  for 
aclion — I  rufhed  forward  followed  by  my 
mountaineer,  who  had  orders  to  carry  off 
the  prifoner  in  his  arms,  while  I  encoun- 
tered the  men,  as  I  expected  every  in- 
ftant my  people  would  return  to  my  affif- 
tance.. 

They  came — but  not  until  I  had  knock- 
ed one  down,  and  was  encased  with  the 
other,  who  I  had  aimed  a  blow  at,  but  my 
feet  flipping,  I  milled  him,  when  he  level- 
led his  piece  at  me,  but  it  having  flamed 
in  the  pan,  I  had  recovered  myfelf,  and 
was  aiming  a  fecond  blow  when  my  four 
men  returned  and  made  the  two  Indians 
prifoners* 

e  5  It 
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It  was  my  intention  not  to  fire,  as  had 
the  Indians  heard  a  firing  in  their  rear, 
they  would  doubtlefs  have  been  back  upon 
us,  before  we  could  effect  our  efcape  with 
the  prifoners. 

Fortunately  my  blows  did  not  prove 
mortal,  or  in  the  lead  dangerous,  and  as 
my  men  inftantly  bound  the  prifoners,  we 
retreated  to  join  my  mountaineer,  who 
had  fallen  back  with  the  refcued  cap- 
tive to  the  place  appointed  for  our  ren- 
dezvous. 

Our  peril  was  not  yet  over,  for  the 
number  of  Indians  being  ftill  fo  much  fu- 
perior  to  us,  it  was  not  only  neceffary  to 
make  a"  precipitate  retreat ;  but  it  was  an 
objecl;  of  the  greateft  moment  to  baffle 
their  vigilance  in  the  purfuit,  which  there 
was  no  doubt  they  would  make. 

Accordingly 
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Accordingly  I  difpatched  my  guide,  with 
orders  to  conduct  the  mountaineer  with 
his  captive,  by  the  fhorteft  route,  to  the 
place  where  we  had  depofited  our  baggage; 
who  were  to  prepare  the  rafts,  and  put  on 
board  the  baggage  againfl  our  arrival,  with- 
out any  regard  to  any  more  of  the  provi- 
sions, than  would  be  neceflary  to  lad  us  for  a 
day  or  two ;  and  then  mounted  the  prifoners 
behind  the  two  hunters,  who  had  orders  to 
follow  the  track  of  the  guide,  while  my 
brave  fervant  and  friend  Andrew,  who 
had  led  the  party  in  the  execution  of 
the  ftratagem,  and  myfelf,  brought  up  the 
rear. 

We  had  travelled  in  the  courfe  of  the 
preceding  day  upwards  of  forty  miles  be- 
yond the  Illinois,  (b  that  it  was  nearly 
3  P.  M.  before  we  regained  the  bank  of 
the  river* 

c  $  My 
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My  a&tve  guide  and  mountaineer  had 

embarked  the  baggage  the  moment  of  our 
arrival,  when  1  firfl  had  an  opportunity  o( 
recognising  our  captive. 

Ah!  11 — ray  how  did  my  fuelling  heart 
beat  with  joy,  which  was  inliantly  fuccced- 
ed  by  forrow,  when  J  tli  11  caught  a  glance 
from  the  brilliant  eyes  of  the  mofl  divine 
woman  upon  earth,  torn  into  (hatters  by 
the  bullies  and  briars,  with  icarcelv  cover- 
ing left  to  hide  the  transcendency  of  her 
beauty,  which  to  be  ieen  by  common  eyes 
is  a  profanation,  and  it  was  only  by  the 
effulgence  of  her  aethereal  looks,  that  1 
lid  have  known  her  J 

Caroline  has  fallen  into  mv  hands! — (lie 

i    at  this  moment    decorating   the   gardens 

c:  this  place  while  I   am  writing   to  you, 

and    teems    to    give    enchantment    to    the 

whiipering  breezes  that  are  wafted  to  my 

window, 
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window,  and  which  in  their  direction  as 
they  pafs  her,  collect  from  her  fweets  the 
fragrance  of  ambrofia,  and  the  exhilirating 
charms  of  love  itfelf. 

She  was  fitting  upon  the  bank  of  the 
river  half  harraffed  to  death  when  I  arriv- 
ed, which  from  the  horrors  of  a  wildernefs 
was  converted  into  elyfium;  when  I,  re- 
gardlefs  of  every  appearance,  fell  at  her 
feet,  and  then  embracing  her,  I  felt  all  the 
tranfports  that  the  circumftances  of  our 
meeting  and  the  divinity  of  feminine  charms 
can  infpire. 

I  was  for  a  minute  regardlefs  of  the 
danger  we  were  (till  in,  when  my  faithful 
Andrew  came  with  afinioute,  covered  Ca- 
roline, and  then  carried  and  placed  her 
upon  a  feat  which  he  had  prepared  upon 
the  raft. 

We 
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We  inftantly  put  off  from  the  fhore, 
when  this  honeft  fellow  brought  us  fome 
refrefhment,  and  a  bottle  of  Italian  cordial 
which  he  carried  with  him  as  a  bon  louche. 
Neither  of  us  could  tafte  of  them,  though 
we  had  -  not  eat  or  drank  any  one  thing 
■during  the  day. 

I  now  believed  that  we  were  fafe,  with- 
out ever  thinking; — hut  I  wasfoon  roufed 
by  the  appearance  of  the  Indians,  who 
were  arrived  upon  the  more  we  had  left, 
before  we  had  fallen  a  league  down  the 
river. 

The  weather  was  very  fine,  and  as  my 
rafts  were  well  conftrucfed,  I  ordered  them 
to  be  brought  along  fide  of  each  other,, 
and  lafhed  together;  in  order  to  ren- 
der us  more  compact,  in  cafe  we  mould 
be  followed  :  which  was  not  very  likely^ 
as  it  would  take  them  too  long  to  prepare 
a  raft,  and  it  was  iinpoflibie  for  them  to 

procure 
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procure  a  canoe- — but  it  was  not  unlikely 
they  would  crofs  and  follow  down  upon 
the  oppofite  fhore,  under  an  idea  that  we 
might  encamp  at  night,  which  would  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  coming  up  with 
us;  for  that  reafon  I  determined  to  float 
the  whole  night,  as  it  would  give  us  fuch 
an  advantage,  that  we  mould  by  the  morn- 
ing be  out  of  all  danger:  accordingly  I  had 
a  canopy  ftretched  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
fecure  Caroline  a  place  to  ffeep,  who  I 
knew  muft  be  much  fatigued  from  our  ra- 
pid movements,  independent  of  the  perils 
and  hardfhips  me  muft  have  undergone 
during  her  captivity. 

Indeed  I  wondered  that  fhe  was  alive 
■ — but  fhe  was  not  only  alive,  my  friend  I 
but  fhe  looked  more  lovely  than  ever — the 
luftre  of  her  eyes  was  like  the  torch  of 
love — her  (miles  like  the  genial  hours  of 
May  when  nature  blooms  in  all  its  era- 
diated charms  ->  and  though  her  beauteous 

face 
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face  had  been  lacerated  with  brambles,  (till 
the  little  loves  feemed  to  vie  with  each 
other,  as  if  to  prove,  which  of  her  features 
were  the  moll  fafcinating. 

The  fun  had  declined  below  the  horizon. 

> 

and  the  bird  of  Minerva  had  refumed  its 
nightly  vigils,  when  Andrew  told  Caroline, 
that  a  pallet  was  prepared  for  her  under 
the  canopy,  and  that  flie  muft  retire  to  reft; 
for  faid  he,  my  goodmiftrefs,  matter  would 
keep  you  up  half  the  night,  and  I  am  Cure 
you  cannot  have  fpirits  or  ftrength  to  fup- 
port  fuch  fatigue.  Andrew  was  in  the 
right. 

When  Venus  lies  fleeping  on  the  coucli 
of  night,  and  one  half  of  the  world  is 
cheered  by  the  brilliancy  of  her  charms, 
fo  looked  my  Caroline  when  Somnus  had 
fealed  up  her  eye-lids;  and  while  Morpheus, 
his  minifter  of  dreams,  was  agitating  her 
tender  heart,  her  bofom  difclofed  the  tem- 
ple 
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pie  of  blifs,  while  her  lips  diflilled  ne£ta- 
reous  fweets. 

I  was  already  diftra&ed  with  the  poten- 
cy of  the  bewitching  joys  which  I  had 
fnatched  in  my  embrace  upon  the  river 
bank;  and  while  I  was  conftrained  to 
watch  as  fhe  flept,  it  was  impoflible  for  me 
to  withftand  the  reflection  of  the  taper, 
that  Andrew  had  lighted,  and  which  caft  its 
rays  upon  a  bofom  more  tranfparent  than 
the  effulgence  of  Aurora,  when  robed  in 
all  her  charms,  and  more  lovely  than  a 
poetical  imagination  can  paint,  when  in- 
fluenced by  all  its  enthufiafm; — and  which 
was  now  half  naked.  I  was  obliged  to  ex- 
tinguifh  the  light,  to  preferve  my  reafon. 

Oh  !   how  I  could  for  ever  her  adore, 
By  tailing  fweets  new  beauties  to  explore, 
Then  to  entangle  in  her  lovely  arms, 
And  drown  ev'ry  fenfe  in  unrivall'd  charms  ? 

The  current  had  wafted  us  down  bv  the 
morning  nearly  fifty  miles  from  the  place 

we 
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we  embarked,  fo  that  we  were  fecure  from 
all  danger  from  thofe  Indians ;  and  as 
Caroline  had  flept  very  little,  and  was 
then  awake,  I  immediately  put  to  more  in 
order  that  we  might  prepare  fome  refrefh- 
ment  for  her-  after  which  we  proceeded 
down  the  river,  upon  its  banks,  with  an 
expectation  that  we  might  fee  a  batteaux 
from  Cohoes,  which  I  meant  to  hire  to 
take  Caroline  and  myfelf  to  this  place, 
while  my  men  mould  continue  their  route 
by  land. 

We  were  fortunate ;  for  it  was  not  yet 
mid-day  when  we  efpied  a  batteaux  with 
people  in  it,  to  whom  we  made  a  fignal, 
when  they  inftantly  came  to  us  and  moil 
readily  complied  with  my  wifhes. 

They  were  the  French  of  Louiffiana, 
who  had  been  upon  a  hunting  excurfioft, 
and  as  they  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
country,  and  the  nature  of  Indian  affairs, 

I  felt 
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I  felt  iny  anxiety  for  Caroline's  fafety  en- 
tirely removed. 

We  arrived  that  evening  about  eleven 
o'clock  at  Cohoes,  and  the  next  morning 
fet  out  for  this  place,  where  we  arrived 
yefterday  at  four  P.  M.  Here  I  have 
been  able  to  procure  all  the  little  articles 
of  drefs  my  lovely  Caroline  you  muft  fup- 
pofe  wanted,  after  the  wonderful  journey 
flie  had  travelled ;  for  according  to  the 
beft  of  her  recollection,  (lie  was  taken  the 
twentieth  ult.  and  it  muft  be  nearly  four 
hundred  miles  upon  a  ftraight  line,  from 
Clarkeville  to  the  place  where  I  overtook 
her. 

What  a  change  has  happened  in  the  for- 
tune of  your  friend? — Every  thing  confpires 
to  make  me  thehappieft  man  living — I  have 
beenalmoft  three  days  alone,  as  it  were,  with 
Caroline — She  is  the  mod  charmingwoman 
alive,  and  as  ingenuous  asflie  is  lovely — me 

afked 
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afked  me  what  I  alluded  to  by  the  note? 
'. — Divine  creature !  fhe  never  knew  any 
thing  of  the  matter. — It  mult  have  been  a 
tranfaclion   almoft   equal   in  blacknefs   to 

the  conduct  of  S towards  you,  in 

the  bufinefs  of  Mr.  R . 

Fly  to  us  if  you  are  fufficiently  reco~ 
vered,  that  you  may  participate  in  our 
happinefs,  and  that  we  together  may  re- 
turn and  confummate  thofe  joys>  which 
can  only  be  equalled  in  heaven. 

We  fhall  remain  here  until  Caroline  has 
recovered  from  her  fatigue,  and  if  we 
mould  fet  out  before  you  reach  us,  we 
fhall  certainly  meet  you  on  the  road  be- 
tween this  place  and  St  Vincent's. 

I  have  a  thoufand  little  trifles  to  relate 
to  you,  but  I  muft  referve  them  until  we 
meet,  as  I  am  anxious  to  difpatch  a  run- 
ner to  relieve  the  diftrefs  of  our  friends,, 
and  eafe  the  corroding  forrows  of  Caro- 
line's 
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fine's  affectionate  and  generous  uncle; 
who  I  reverence  for  his  age  and  virtues, 
andefteem  for  his  courage  and  understand- 


Caroline  has  this  moment  entered  with  a 
bumming  hird  that  a  little  French  lad 
caught  and  gave  to  her ; — behold,  faid 
ihe,  as  (lie  came  into  the  room  where  I 
was  writing,  and  look  at  the  little  captive, 
how  fad  ic  looks,  becaufe  it  has  lolt  its 
mate — and  w7as  you  fad,  my  Caroline,  faid 
I,  taking  hold  of  her  hand  and  tenderly 
preding  it,  when  you  was  hurried  a  pri- 
foner  from  your  friends? — Her  cheek  was 

reding   upon   my    bread — Ah!    II ray, 

her  murmuring  accents,  for  die  could  not 
articulate,  expreded  the  mod  unutterable 
things — go  thou  little  innocent  thing,  faid 
die  to  the  bird,  putting  her  hand  out  of  the 
wrindow  at  the  fame  time  to  facilitate  its 
efcape,  you  diall  not  be  a  moment  longer 
confined,  for  perhaps,  already  have  I  rob- 
bed 
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bed  thee  of  joys,  which  the  exertions  of  my 
whole  life  could  not  repay — Ah!  Caroline, 
faid  I,  and  who  is  to  reftore  to  us  the  rap- 
turous pleafures   of  which   we   have   been 

robbed? or  mail  we  find,  my  charming 

girl,  a  compenfation  for  men   a  fequeftra- 

tion  in    our    future  endearments? O 

II — ray !  I  dare  not  repeat  another  fen- 
tence ! 

Caroline  writes  writh  her  own  hand,  her 
willies  for  the  immediate  reftoration  of  your 
health,  and  is  very  forry  to  add,  that  fhe 
has  caufe  to  lament  your  valetudinary  ha- 
bit prevented  her  from  meeting  you  upon 
the  head  branches  of  the  Illinois;  which 
fhe  has  been  exploring,  and  hopes  when 
fhe  has  the  pleafure  to  meet  you,  that  fhe 
(hajl  be  able  to  give  you  a  good  account  of 
that  delegable  region. 

Adieu  ! 

J.  Arl — TON-. 

LET- 
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LETTER  LX. 
Mr.  II ray  to  P.  P-.  Efq* 

St.  Vincent's  October. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  was  fo  overjoyed  at  the  reception  of 
my  friend's  letter,  announcing  his  having 
retaken  your  niece,  the  charming  Caro- 
line, that  I  was  fcarcely  able  to  write  a  line,, 
and  which  I  hope  will  appear  a  fufficient 
excufe  for  my  having  written  you  fo  crude 
a  letter  upon  the  event. 

The  inftant  I  difpatched  the  runner  to 
you  with  Arl — ton's  letter,  I  polled  to 
Kalkafkia,    to    allure    Caroline    and    my 

friend, 
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friend,  how  very  fincerely  I  participated 
in  the  propitious  events  of  their  meeting, 
and  the  happy  developement  of  the  caufe 
©f  their  long  and  cruel  fufferings. 

I  experienced  every  fenfation  that  friend- 
fhip  and  erteem  can  infpire,  when  I  firit 
recognized  the  amiable  and  affectionate- 
Caroline;  ihe  appeared  to  be  recovered 
from  her  recent  fatigue,  though  there  were 
II ill  velliges  upon  her  fair  face,  of  the  la- 
cerations flie  had  received  in  the  courfe  of 
her  wonderful  journev:  But  as  they  were 
iuperficial,  they  are  now  no  longer  vifible. 

Never  could  Ihe  appear  to  fo  much  ad- 
vantage. All  the  fweetnefs  that  beautv  can 
give,  was  heightened  bv  the  graces  with 
which  me  received  me,  bv  the  cheerfulnefs 
of  the  moft  ingenuous  heart,  and  which  was 
rendered  more  delightful,  by  the  inerrable 
brilliancy  of  thought,  that  fo  peculiarly 
characterizes  her  imagination,  when  ihe  is 

ppy 
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happy,  fo  that  I  mud  leave  you  to  judge, 
what  was  my  fatisfa£tion,  again,  to  fee  your 
affectionate  niece,  and  to  find  my  friend 
reftored  to  his  reafon. 

After  remaining  with  them  a  fhort  time 
at  Kafkafkia,  we  fet  out  together  for  this 
place  on  our  return,  where  we  arrived 
laft  evening ;  and  here  I  have  induced 
them  to  reft  for  fome  days,  in  order  that 
they  may  fee  a  place,  upon  which  nature 
has  lavifhed  fo  many  favours  ;  and  which 
has  been  improved  by  the  hofpitable  French, 
who  are  its  inhabitants.  I  was  more  anxious 
upon  the  fubject,  as  I  difcovered  in  them 
both,  fuch  an  eagernefs  to  return  to  Louif- 
ville,  and  as  I  was  apprchenfive  for  Caro- 
line's health  ;  for  however  extraordinary 
her  ftrength  muft  have  been,  to  have  fup- 
ported  her  through  the  rapid  and  rough 
journey  fhe  was  carried  by  the  favages,  it 
was  not  reafonable  to  fuppofc,  that  fhe  could 

vol.  in.  d  fupport 
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fupport  fuch  expeditious  movement  under 
any  other  circumftances. 

Two  things  in  Caroline's  account  of  her 
captivity  are  very  extraordinary  ;  they  are, 
that  fhe  never  felt  in  the  lead  harraffed,  or 
alarmed  for  her  fafety,  as  fhe  had,  from 
the  moment  fhe  was  captured,  a  prefenti- 
ment  that  Arl — ton  would  retake  her;  and, 
that  the  Indians  treated  her  the  whole  time 
with  the  moft  diftant  refpect,  and  fcrupu- 
lous  delicacy. 

The  firfl  appears  to  be  natural,  when  we 
confider  the  enthufiafm  of  the  human  mind 
when  it  is  in  love  ;  and  the  latter  is  corro- 
borated, by  the  teflimony  of  all  decent 
looking  women,  who  have  been  fo  unfortu- 
nate as  to  fall  into  their  hands.  Indeed,  I 
have  been  told  of  inftances,  where  women 
have  been  treated  with  fuch  tendernefs  and 
attention  by  them,  that  they  have  from 
gratitude  become  their  wives. 

Every 
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Every  thing  feemed  to  be  enchantment 
as  we  palled  the  cxtenfive  plains  of  the  Il- 
linois country.  The  zephyrs  which  had 
gathered  on  their  way  the  fragance  of  the 
flowery  riches  which  befpangle  the  earth> 
poured  fuch  a  torrent  of  voluptuous  fweets 
upon  the  enraptured  fenfes,  that  my  ani- 
mation was  almoft  overpowered  with  their 
delicious  and  aromatic  odours.  The  fer- 
tile and  boundlefs  Savannas  were  covered 
with  flocks  of  buffalo,  elk,  and  deer,  which 
appeared  to  wanton  in  the  exuberance  c: 
their  luxurious  paftures,  and  which  were 
fporting  in  the  cool  breezes  of  the  even- 
ing; while  the  fun  defcending  below  the  ho- 
rizon was  gilding  fome  remote  clumps  of 
trees,  it  brought  tcruny  imagination,  ti.e 
charms  of  old  ocean,  when  me  receives 
into  her  bofom  the  luminary  by. which  we 
live,  as  if  to  renovate  in  her  .prolific  ele- 
ment his  exhaufted  powers.  .But  when 
the  fcerie  was  emhelljfbecj  by  an  image  fo 
fair  and  beauteous  as  that  of  Caroline's, 
n  2  ■  we 
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we  feemed  to  have  regained  Paradife,  while 
all  the  golden  fruits  of  autumn  hung  pend- 
ing from  their  fhrubs,  and  feemed  to  in- 
vite the  tafte,  as  though  they  were  jealous 
of  each  others  delicious  fweets. 

Yes!  my  dear  Sir,  we  have  had  the  moft 
delectable  journey  perhaps  that  ever  was 
made.  The  circumftances  attending  it,  and 
the  feafon  and  weather  altogether  confpir- 
ed  to  give  us  fuch  fpirits,  that  inftead  of 
appearing  to  be  in  an  uninhabited  wafte, 
we  feemed  to  want  only  our  friends  to  have 
determined  us,  there  to  have  taken  up  our 
refidence,  for  the  remainder  of  our  lives. 

It  is  impoffible  for  any  country  to  ap- 
pear to  advantage  after  you  have  feen  the 
Illinois;  but  Mill  there  are  a  variety  of 
charms  at  this  place,  and  could  you  fee  the 
naivete  of  the  inhabitants,  which  has  unit- 
ed with  it,  all  the  fprigfnlinefs  of  the  coun- 
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try,  from  whom  they  defcended,  you 
would  believe  you  was  living  in  thofe  Ar- 
cadian days,  when  the  tuneful  fhepherd 
ufed  to  compofe  fonnets  to  his  miftrefs,  and 
when  the  charms  of  love,  were  propitiated 
in  fequeftered  groves,  and  fmiling  meads. 

Here  we  find  all  the  cheerful  idlenefs 
that  plenty  gives;  and  while  the  fpright- 
ly  youth  in  feftive  dance,  chafe  away  the 
gloom  of  the  furrounding  forefts,  the 
neighbouring  plantations  are  cultivated  to 
a  perfection,  that  I  have  fcarcely  feen 
equalled  in  any  part  of  America ;  and  the 
hofpitality  of  the  inhabitants,  who  make 
large  quantities  of  wine,  renders  it  one  of 
the  moft  interefting  places  I  ever  knew.— 
for, 

Here  the  well  covered  board  is  enrich'd  by  the 

vine, 
And   friendfhip    is    feafon'd    with     goblets   of 

wine  :— 

d  3  When 
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When  neftar  is  fparkling  the  joys  of  the  bowl, 
With  rapture  infpiring  give  zeft  to  the  foul  ; 
And  mirth  laughing    wit,  upon    fancy's  fwift 

wings, 
Bedecks    us     with  myrtle,    and    endlefs    blifs 

brings  ; 
While  Venus,  whofe   charms  moft  effulgent  at 

night, 
Awakes  us  to  reafon,  when  love  gives  delight. 

I  have  this  inflant  received  a  letter  from 

General  W ,  and  as   I  fhall  have  the 

jpleafure  to  fee  you  in  a  few  days,  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  me  for  not  being  more 
particular.  Caroline  bids  me  tell  you 
(he  has  fo  many  things  to  relate,  that  fhe 
does  not  know  how  to  begin  a  letter  ; 
befides  fhe  thinks  they  will  prove  more 
agreeable  to  you  to  be  communicated  by 
word  of  mouth.  The  truth  is,  both  Ca- 
roline and  Arl — ton  are  fo  totally  abforb- 
ed  in  each  other,  that  for  either  of  them 
to  write,  is  a  thing  not  to  be  expected. 

They 
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They  both  defire  me  to  allure  you  of 
their  utmoft  friendfhip  and  efteem,  and  per- 
mit me  to  requeft  that  you  will  believe, 
I  am 

your  friend,  and  molt 

obedient  Servant, 

G.  Jl — RAT, 


*>  4  LET- 


5^  THE    EMIGRANTS. 


LETTER    LXI. 
Gen.  W — -  to  Mr.  II— ray. 

Louifville. 

Dear  Sir, 

THE  incidents  that  have  hap- 
pened fince  you  left  us,  are  truely  momen- 
tous; and  while  I  mod  cordially  felicitate 
myfelf   and  friends  upon   the    aufpicious 

event   of  Mifs   Caroline  T n's  being 

overtaken,  I  have  to  inform  you  of  an 
other  circumftance  equally  unexpected, 
which  is,  the  death  of  Mr.  S — — 

It  was  firft  remarked  to  me   by   Mrs. 

W ,  that  he  drank  very   copious  and 

potent  draughts   of  brandy  and  water,  of 

which 
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which  I  began  to  take  notice,  and  as  it  ap- 
peared not  a  little  extraordinary,  that  aper- 
fon  remarkable  for  his  fobriety  fhould  be- 
come fuddenly  addicted  to  fuch  a  habit,  I 
took  the  liberty  of  remonftrating  with  him 
upon  the  pernicious  effects  of  brandy  taken 
in  any  confiderable  quantity  ;  but  as  I  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  did  not  receive  my  caution, 
in  the  manner  I  expected,  I  never  after  ap- 
peared to  take  any  notice  of  it  whatever. 
But  I  foon  obferved,  he  was  generally  in  a 
ftate  of  intoxication;  for  it  feems  he  has 
for  a  length  of  time  paft,  drank  at  the  rate 

of  three  pints  per  diem  : — and  Mrs.  S , 

has  informed  Mrs.  W ,  that  he  com- 
menced the  practice  fhortly  after  they  were 
married,  and  that  he  gradually  increafed 
his  dofes,  until  they  carried  him  off  more 
fuddenly  than  he  expected. 

Five  days  fince  I  was  fent  for  in  great 

hafte  to  vifit  him,  he  being  thought  dan?e- 

roufly  ill;  and  as  I  entered  he  afked  feern- 

D  5  ingly 
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ingly  with  great  eameftnefs  for  his  port 
folio,  but  before  it  could  be  given  him 
he  became  infenftble ;  in  which  flate  he  re- 
mained until  he  died. 

It  was  neceffary,  that  fomeperfon  fhould 
adminifter  upon  his  effects,  and  there  ap- 
peared, confidering  the  connection  which 
had  exifted  between  us,  no  one  fo  pro- 
per as  myfelf,  in  confequence  of  which  you 
know  his  papers  went  through  my  hands. 

In  the  port  folio,  which  he  was  fo  an- 
xious to  have  the  moment  his  reafon  was 
leaving  him,  was  a  fmall  cabinet  that  con- 
tained many  curious  receipts,  memoran- 
dums, and  remarks; — but  among  the  mod 
extraordinary  things  in  this  collection,  were 
a  number  of  maxims  for  tricking,  This 
lingular  collection  doubtlefs  was  the 
caufe  of  his  anxiety  at  the  time  I  entered 
his  apartment,  as  then  he  feemed,  by  a 
flafh  of  reafon,  to  have  had  fome  idea  of 

his 
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his  fituation;  and  he  certainly  intended  to 
have  deftroyed  it,  and  thereby  in  fome  de- 
gree have  prevented  the  expofition  of  thofe 
nefarious  practices,  by  which  he  feems  to 
have  rifen  in  the  world. 

Permit  me  here  to  apologize  for  the 
manner  in  which  I  treated  your  communi- 
cations from  Philadelphia  touching  his  cha- 
racter; and  while  I  feel  a  pleafure  in  hav- 
ing an  opportunity  of  making  fome  atone- 
ment for  the  injuftice  I  did  your  under- 
standing and  fincerity,  to  exprefs  my 
warmeft  admiration  for  the  delicacy  of 
your  behaviour  upon  the  occafion,  which 
I  never  can  fufficiently  admire. 

Among  his  curious  memorandums  in  his 
diary  is  the  following: 

«  Mifs  R .  will  moil  likely  be  with 

"  Mrs.  Finbourn    to-morrow  about   one 

<f  P.  M.   and  if    Patrick    leaves   town  at 

d  6  "  eleven 
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"  eleven  A.  M.  he  will  arrive  with  a  let- 
"  ter  fhortly  after  her;  and  as  the  filly 
"  old  woman  cannot  read,  it  will  be  natural 
"  for  her  to  put  my  letter  into  the  hands 

"  of  Mifs   R to    read.     But   if  Mifs 

cc  R ,  by  any  accident  fhould  be  pre- 

"  vented  from  going  to-morrow,  the  old 
u  woman  from  being  defired  more  par- 
K<  ticularly  to  keep  the  matter  a  profound 
"  fecret,  will  become  more  anxious  to 
"  promulge  it,  as  it  will  then  be  too  big  for 
"  her  labouring  mind — However,  if  this 
tc  mould  not  fucceed,  I  muft  take  the 
M  earlieft  opportunity  to  drop  the  receipts 

M#in   fome  place  where   Mifs  R will 

"  find  them,  for  a  foolifh  fympathetic  heart 
M  is  never  fo  vulnerable,  as  when  it  has 
"  undergone  a  variety  of  diflreffes.  I 
M  muft  be  in  town  by  nine  in  the  morning. 

Briftol,  White  Heart  Inn, 
Tuefday,  Eleven  P.  M." 

I  have 
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I  have  not  communicated  any  of  the 
curiofities    which  this  cabinet  contains  to 

Mrs.  S .      Indeed  I  fhould    be  very 

forry  they  fhould  by  any  means  become 
diffeminated  through  the  world ;  for  in  my 
opinion,  they  would  prove  as  dangerous  as 
the  box  of  Pandora,  and 

"  Pour  the  fweet  milk  of  concord  into  Hell, 
Uproar  the  univerfal  peace,  confound 
All  unity  on  earth." 

I  cannot  exactly  guefs  the  meaning  of 
the  note;  but  it  is  very  clear,  that  he  im- 

pofed  upon  Mrs.  S in  making  her 

believe  he  was  the  generous  author,  who 
paid  her  father's  debts — However,  I  have 
my  apprehenfions  that  you  are  better  in- 
formed upon  the  fubjeft. 

When  we  reflefl;  upon  the  life  of  this 
man,  whofe  character  now  it  is  developed, 
appears  to  have  been  that  of  a  defigning 
hypocrite,  we   fhall   find  that  the  wicked 

feldom 
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feldom  go  unpunifhed ;  for  his  documents 
not  only  prove  every  thing  your  letter 
from  Philadelphia  to  me  contained,  but 
they  alfo  prove,  that  he  had  by  his  art, 
raifed  himfelf  to  no  inconfiderable  figure 
in  Europe;  and  as  he  by  degrees  began  to 
be  known,  he  retired  farther  and  farther 
from  the  flage  of  the  great  world,  until  he 
had  reached  the  utmoft  limits  where  the 
polifhed  arts  are  ufeful  to  the  unprinci- 
pled ;  and  finding  that  chances  were  not 
only  confpiring  againft  him,  but  that  he 
no  longer  could  find  refuge  againft  his 
former  villanies,  he  died  in  the  ignomini- 
ous manner  which  I  have  related,  without 
pity  or  regard. 

It  is  wonderful  how  many  men  there  are 
of  his  defcription,  who  contrive  by  mere 
impofition  to  pafs  through  life,  and  who 
preferve  appearances  fo  well,  that  they  are 
generally    confidered    as    induftrious  and 

ufeful 
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ufeful  citizens: — and  which  was  the  cafe 
with  S '. 

I  confefs   I    was  compleatly   duped  by 
his  fpecious  manners ;  and  by  the  laft  ftroke 

which  gained  Mrs.  S ,  I  could  not 

doubt  his  being  the  mod  friendly  and  ge- 
nerous man  living;  while  his  fecret  papers 
proves  him  to  have  been  luxurious,  vo- 
luptuous, falfe,  deceitful,  and  avaricious, — 
and  his  cupidity  appears  fro  have  been  as 
flagrant  as  his  life  has  been  fhameful  and 
wicked:  for  in  the  moments  of  his  ruin, 
and  upon  the  verge  of  eternity,  as  it  feems 
that  he  had  previoufly  determined  to  end 
his  exiftence,  he  not  only  confpired,  but 
he  facrificed  innocence  and  beauty  to  his 
concupifcence;  firft  having  impofed  upon 
a  grateful  fenfibility  by  the  mod  atrocious 
of  all  frauds,  that  of  contriving  by  furrepti- 
tious  means  to  receive  the  rewards  for  an 
acl  of  benevolence,  in  which  he  had  no 
(hare ; — and  which  was  the  more  cruel,  as 

the 
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the  perfon  impofed  upon,  had  nothing  to 
give  but  her  perfon.  I  hope  for  the  ho- 
nour of  human  nature  that  the  cafe  ftands 
without  an  example. 

We  are  all  impatient  to  fee  you,  your 
friend  Arl — ton,  and  his  fair  captive  ;  and 
we  all  beg  leave  to  affure  Caroline,  that 
we  have  returned  thanks  for  the  joyful 
event  of  her  deliverance;  in  which  I  re- 
queft  that  you  will  inform  her,  no  one  is 
more  fin  cere 

Than  your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

j .w . 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXII. 

Mrs%  F to  Mifs  Caroline  T n. 

London. 
My  Dear  Sister, 

I  Have  experienced  every  fen- 
fation  which  the  ftrange  incidents  your 
feveral  favours  contained  can  produce — 

The  difcovery  of  our  uncle  appears  mi- 
raculous ; — and  while  my  wonder  was  in 
its  full  force,  I  was  furprized  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  George  in  London,  whofe  de- 
fertion  of  our  helplefs  family  by  his  own 
account  is  highly  ignominious;  but  when 
I  received  your  favour  that  inclofed  the 
hiftory  of  our  uncle's  life,  and  the  cruel 
misfortune  which  deprived  him  of  hs  affec- 
tionate Juliana  and  rifing  family,  O  Ca- 
roline 
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roline,  my  blood  chills  at  the  recollection 
of  it ;  and  which  confirmed  my  apprehen- 
fions,  judge  what  were  the  horrors  of  my 
diftrefled  and  indignant  mind. 

George  has  met  with  every  neglect  that 
his  fhameful  retreat  merited;  and  though 
I  could  not  bear  to  know  he  was  fuffer- 
ing  for  the  common  neceffaries  of  life,  yet 
I  had  no  difpofition  to  encourage,  in  the 
fmalleft  degree,  his  prodigality,  as  I  found 
he  was  falling  into  his  old  habits ;  and 
which  indulgences  in  a  very  fhort  time 
placed  him  in  the  King's-bench  prifon, 
where  I  am  afraid  he  will  linger  out  a 
miierable  exiftence. 

Great  God! — How  afflicting,  my  dear 
Caroline,  is  it  to  have  a  brother  fo  worth- 
lefs  and  abandoned  ?  And  how  impoflible 
is  it  for  a  conduct  fo  very  reprehenfible> 
to  receive  any  mitigation,  even  from  fra- 
ternal confiderations? — 

I  would 


THE    EMIGRANTS.  6j 

i  would  not  be  thought  hard  hearted  ; — 
for  you  know,  my  filler,  that  it  is  not  in 
my  nature;  —  but  when  I  reflect  upon 
the  evils  which  have  already  been  entailed 
upon  us,  and  figure  to  my  mind,  to  what 
a  (late  of  degradation  and  dillrefs,  his  fa- 
crilegious  conduci  would  have  reduced 
you,  if  you  had  not  been  fo  fortunate,  as 
to  meet  our  worthy  uncle,  I  confefs  I  can 
no  longer  view  him  in  the  light  of  a  bro- 
ther. Let  us  my  dear  filter,  from  regard 
to  ourfelves,  dole  the  fcene  for  ever. 

AfTure  the  friendly  exile,  how  very  fin- 
cerely  I  participate  in  our  good  fortune, 
in  having  recovered  fo  valuable  a  connec- 
tion; and  that  I  mod  anxioufly  wifh  to 
give  proofs  of  it. 

You  do  not  know,  my  Caroline,  the  in- 
effable joy  I  have  experienced  from  a  re- 
cent event,  than  which,  nothing  could 
have  proved  more  aufpicious — I  will  not 

anticipate 
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anticipate  the  pleafure  you  will  receive 
when  you  fee  the  enclofed. 

Mr.  F 's    attachment   to  fafhion- 

able  life  has  brought  him  to  the  zenith  of 
his  ambition,  and  he  is  now  initiated  not 
only  into  the  clubs  of  St.  James's,  but  he 
lives  in  the  firfi  circles  in  town.  How7 
long  his  fortune  will  be  able  to  fupport  it, 
is  impoffible  for  me  to  have  any  idea; — 
but  I  fincerely  wifli  for  his  own  comfort 
and  future  happinefs,  that  it  may  prove 
competent  to  his  wifhes. 

God  blels  you  Caroline — pray  come  in- 
ftantly  to  England — I  am  more  than  ever 
impatient  to  embrace  you — hurry  tc  me 
for  every  moment  of  your  abfence  will  in- 
creafe  my  anxiety. 

I   hope   you  have    feen    Arl ton 

—  If    you    have    bring    him    with    you, 

that 
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that  I    may  thank   him  for  his    kindnefs 
to  you. 

I    am  your  affectionate,  but  impatient 
filter, 


Eli 


Z  A 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXIII. 
The  Inclosed. 
Sir  Thomas  Mor ly>  Bart,  to  P.  P- 


London. 

Sir, 

I  Lament  that  I  have  not  the 
honour  to  be  perfonally  known  to  you ;  but 
if  you  will  give  me  permiffion,  I  will  affure 
you  that  I  feel  the  mod  lively  pleafure, 
in  knowing  you  are  ftill  living;  and  while 
I  felicitate  you  upon  your  having  been  fo 
fortunately  discovered,  I  have  the  Satis- 
faction to  communicate  the  fubflance, 
which  you  will  find  in  the  inclofed  extracts, 
of  the  laft  will  and  teftament  of  your  late 

uncle   the    Honourable    P.    P ;    and 

from 
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from  which  you  will  learn,  that  he  has 
left  you  heir  to  the  whole  of  his  real 
eitate. 

As  executor  to  that  worthy  man,  who 
was  my  much  efteemed,  and  ftil]  lamented 
friend,  I  feel  a  peculiar  pleafure  in  being 
the  inftrument  of  informing  you  of  a  cir- 
cumftance,  that  mud  prove,  I  fhould  fup- 
pofe,  fo  acceptable  to  you;  and  rejoice 
that  in  your  being  reftored  to  your  coun- 
try and  friends,  I  fliall  have  an  opportuni- 
ty of  receiving  in  your  fociety  a  generous, 
if  not  a  full  compenfation  for  the  lofs  I 
experienced  from  the  death  of  your  uncle. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  fentiments 
of  the  utmoft  efleem  and  deference,  Sir, 
your  moil  obedient  humble  fervant. 

Thomas  Mor ly, 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXIV. 
P.  P— ,  Efq.  to  Sir  Thomas  Mor — ly  Bart. 

Louifville,  Nov. 

Sir, 

I  Had  the  pieafure  of  receiving 
your  polite  note,  inclofed  to  Mifs  Caroline 

T n,  a  few  days  fince,  and  feel  myfelf 

highly  flattered,  by  the  fentiments  therein 
contained. 

While  I  lament  the  lofs  you  muft  have 
Tuftained  by  the  death  of  my  much  eftecm- 
ed  and  honoured  relative,  I  am  more  fin- 
cerely  concerned  for  the  caufes  that  muft 
for  ever  feparate  me  from  a  man,  who  I 
have  always  regarded  as  a  patron  of  virtue 

and 
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and  benevolence — who  had  flood  firm  and 
unruffled,  in  oppofition  to  a  long  but  in- 
glorious adminiftration,  —  and  who  has 
given  the  world  a  proof,  that  inflexible  in- 
tegrity affords  a  luftre  to  human  characters, 
which  the  favours  of  Kings  and  the  wealth 
of  empires  cannot  equal,  when  they  do  not 
reward  the  meritorious. 

It  is  painful  to  me  to  open  wounds  that 
have  fo  often  bled  for  the  calamities  of  my 
country; — but  there  are  fears  which  no 
medical  aid  can  remove,  and  there  are 
forrows  that  will  follow  us  to  the  grave. 

If  I  had  not  been  banifhed  from  the 
place  of  my  nativity  by  the  grinding  hand 
of  injuftice,  perhaps  I  now  fhould  con- 
fidcr  myfeif  happy  in  knowing  I  was 
heir  to  the  eftate  of  my  late  wealthy  re- 
lation. 

vol.  in.  e  But 
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But  when  I  contemplate  the  difafters 
that  befel   my    family,   which   I    prefume 

Mrs.  F has   made  you   acquainted 

with,  reflect  upon  the  caufes  that  led  to 
them,  and  then  compare  the  happinefs  of 
the  people  who  are  forming  an  empire  in 
this  remote  part  of  the  world,  with  the 
vanity  and  diftraclions  which  the  depravity 
of  the  European  manners  have  made  gene- 
ral on  your  fide  of  the  water,  I  confefs  I 
am  deterred  from  venturing  again  into  an 
element,  which  is  continually  ruffled  by 
thofe  contending  paflions,  which  have  gene- 
rated under  the  influence  of  a  fyftem  of 
fei  vility  and  injuftice. 

Befides,  I  have  adopted  a  niece  to  whom 
I  am  attached  by  every  tie  that  is  paternal 
— whofe  mind  is  as  unfpotted  as  the  ra- 
diance of  her  beauty  is  lovely — whofe 
heart  is  formed  for  focial  pleafures-— and 
whofe  difpofition  is  altogether  congenial 
to  the  uncontaminated  pleafures  which  the 

virtuous 
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virtuous  mind  may  receive  in  thefe  chalte 
regions  of  innocence  and  joy  : — and  mould 
I  then  from  confiderations  of  idle  gran- 
deur, lead  her  into  the  temptations  of  your 
great  metropolis,  which  from  its  overgrown 
fize  has  become  the  afylum  of  the  licen^ 
tious,  and  the  den  of  the  rapacious? 

In  addition  to  fuch  confiderations,  Ca- 
roline has  formed  an  attachment  for  a 
perfon  of  this  country,  to  whom  it  would 
be  inconvenient  to  live  in  Europe — and 
though  I  have  an  heir  in  my  adopted 
daughter,  ft  ill  I  think  it  ought  to  be  my 
firft  object,  in  the  appropriation  of  the 
eftate  I  inherit,  to  exonerate  the  creditors 

of  my  unfortunate  brother  Mr.  T- n: 

— For  which  purpoje  I  fend  a  power  of 
attorney  for  you  to  fettle  all  his  affairs  in 
the  molt  honourable  manner. 

I  cannot  form  the  moil  diftani  idea  of 

the  fum  for  which  he  failed,  as   I    never 

e  2  confulted 
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cbnfulted  him  upon  the  bufinefs ;  nor  have 
I  a  very  accurate  conception  of  the  value 
of  the  eitate  of  my  late  uncle ;  but  as  I 
have  reafon  to  fuppofe  it  is  very  confider- 

able,  I  have  prevailed  upon  Mr.  T n, 

my  filler,  and  their  eldeft  daughter  Mary, 
to  return  to  England,  as  Europe  is  the  only 
country  in  which  they,  from  the  habits  of 
their  lives  can  be  happy. 

A  man  who  has  forfeited  his  honour, 
and  rendered  himfelf  contemptible  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  muft  be,  provided  he 
has  fenfibility,  the  mod  miferable  of  hu- 
man beings ;  and  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  every 
perfon  who  wifhes  to  preferve  the  dignity 
of  his  family,  to  give  them  that  aid  and 
advice  neceffary  for  fo  precious  a  fecu- 
rity. 

It  is  for  fuch  confiderations  I  defire, 
after  you   have  paid  off  the  debts  of  Mr. 

X n,  that  you  will  fettle  fo  much  upon 

him 


THE   EMIGRANTS.  7/ 

him  and  his  family,  to  be  paid  annually 
for  their  lives,  as  will  make  them  comfor- 
table, not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  each. 

The  refidue  you  will  pleafe  to  remit  me, 
which  I  fhall  lay  out  in  the  purchafe  of 
back  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of 
my  two  nieces,  Mrs.  F — »  and  Caro- 
line.  

My  nephew  George,  who  I  underftand 
is  confined  in  London,  in  the  King's- 
bench  Prifon,  has,  I  am  grieved  to  hear, 
given  every  poffible  proof  of  the  moft  aban- 
doned and  diffipated  difpofition.  But  as 
it  would  be  needlefs  for  me  to  recapitulate 
enormities  difgraceful  to  human  nature, 
I  fhall  remark,  that  while  the  education 
of  young  men  continues  to  be  fo  very  loofe, 
it  is  not  in  the  leafl  furprifing  that  their 
paffions  ihould  be  ungovernable,  and  their 
e  3  'conduct 
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conduct,  marked  with  the  moil  unbridled 
licentioufne  fs. 

There  appears  to  be  two  fpecies  of 
wickednefs,  or  rather  to  proceed  from  dif- 
ferent caufes.  One  is  the  effect,  of  an 
injudicious  education,  when  it  is  accom- 
panied with  infenfibiiity  ;  and  in  which  cafe 
the  greateft  care  ought  to  be  taken  to  me- 
liorate the  natural  bias  of  the  temper.  The 
other  has  for  its  bafis  the  firft  inconve- 
nience, and  flows  from  that  kind  of  weak - 
nefs  not  uncommon  in  the  characters  of 
young  perfons,  who  have  long  been  in  the 
habit  of  certain  irregular  indigencies  ; 
and  who  cannot  reject  the  temptations 
which  are  continually  throw7n  into  their 
wray. — 

Now  as  it  ought  to  be  the  object  of 
every  fociety,  to  correct  the  bad  habits, 
and  make  ufeful  citizens  of  every  defcrip- 
tion  of  unfortunate  perfons,    more  than   to 

funifk 
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punifk  them, — I  mall,  in  contradiftin&ion  to 
the  general  conduct  of  the  world  in  fuch 
cafes  as  the  prefent,  releafe  my  nephew 
from  his  prefent  wretchednefs,  for  which 
purpofe  I  beg  you  will  a6l  as  my  proxy 
and  fend  him  back  to  this  country,  where 
I  have  no  doubt  he  will  reclaim;  for  I 
cannot  help  but  thinking  the  difgrace  and 
fufferings  he  mud  have  undergone  will 
not  only  have  made  him  fenfible  of  his 
former  wickednefs,  but  that  he  muft  have 
become  fo  much  alhamed  of  the  promi- 
nent features  of  his  life,  that  he  will  in 
future  endeavour  to  render  himfelf  refpec- 
table,  by  a  more  ingenuous  and  manly  con- 
daft. 

While  in  England  a  principal  objecl  of 
the  government  has  been  that  of  the  aggran- 
difement  of  commerce,  every  principle  of 
the  human  heart  feems  to  have  been  con- 
taminated, and  the  fordid  views  of  the 
trader,  in  many  inftances,  have  induced 
e  4  them- 
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them  to  encourage  a  prodigality  in  the 
inexperienced,  which  has  ultimately  led  to 
the  ruin  of  both  parties ;  —  and  thus  it 
has  happened  that  the  prifons  of  Great 
Britain  have  proved  a  Tartarus  to  its  citi- 
zens. 

Was  a  ftranger  to  contemplate  the  many 
benevolent  inftitutions  which  reflect,  fuch 
a  luftre  upon  the  magnanimity  of  English- 
men,  they  would  fuppofe  the  nation  the 
mofl  happy  upon  the  globe,  and  that  there 
could  not,  in  the  whole  I  Hand  be  fuch  a 
thing  as  mifery,  proceeding  from  want. — 
But  if  they  were  to  vifit  thofe  cells  of  foli- 
tary  wretchednefs,  and  there  behold  the 
numerous  unfortunate  debtors  who  have 
for  years  endured  every  diitrefs  that  pe- 
nury and  the  horrors  of  a  dungeon  can 
inflict,  from  whence  would  they  not  aflv> 
does  this  contradiction  of  the  national  cha- 
racleriftic  proceed? 

Should 
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Should  fuch  a  quefton  be  put  to  me, 
I  would  defire  the  perfon  wbo  afked  it, 
to  look  over  the  Englifh  code  of  laws. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you   by  Mr. 

II ray,  who  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 

to  your  particular  attention.  He  accom- 
panies my  unfortunate  relations  from  mo- 
tives of  pure  benevolence.  He  is  the 
particular  friend  of  the  intended  hufband 
of  my  niece  Caroline,  and  the  moft  pro- 
per perfon  in  the  world  to  take  charge  of 
George  on  his  return  to  this  country,  and 
the  remittance  you  may  want  to  make  me. 

Now  permit  me  to  fay,  that  no  man 
more  warmly  admires  your  unparalleled 
worth  than  myfelf,  and  believe  me  to  be, 
with  the  molt  unfeigned  regard,  your 
friend. 

P.P . 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXVL 

Mijs  Caroline  T—n  to  Mrs.  F- 


Louifviller  Nov, 

THE  pangs  of  difappointed  am- 
bition, fometimes  feek  to  be  alTuaged  in  the 
bofom  of  love, f  when  the  charms  of  obli- 
vious beauty  interdicts  the  fad  recollec- 
tion of  misfortunes; — but,  my  dear  Eliza 
•can  never  be  forgotten  by  her  Caroline, 
who  is  now  as  happy  as  the  propitious 
powers  can  make  her,  when  abfent  from 
'her  affectionate  filter, 

Your  charming  favour  which  inclofed 

the  note  from    Sir    Thomas    Mor ly 

came   to    hand  the    hour  I  had  returned 
from  a  molt  wonderful  journey, — the  par- 
ticulars 
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ticulars  of  which  I  fhall  leave  to  be  rela- 
ted by  our  friend  Mr.    II ray,  who 

has  infilled  upon  attending,  thank  God, 
my  happy  parents,  who  with  Mary,  return 
immediately  to  England. 

I  fhall  only  tell  you,  it  produced  a 
confeflion  from  Mary,  that  confirmed  our 
uncle's  fufpicions  regarding  the  note  I 
mentioned  in  my  laft,  touching  the  conduct 
of  Captain  Arl ton. 

O  Eliza!  my  felicity  would  be  un- 
bounded could  I  embrace  you  while  I  am 
relating  the  ineffable  joys  which  followed 
the  developement  of  that  cruel  contri- 
vance.  

It  was  in  the  wild  regions  of  the  coun- 
try of  the  Illinois,  where  the  fweetened 
breezes  attune  the  foul  to  love^  and  na- 
ture exuberant,  in  her  extenfive  lap,  folds 
the  joyous  meads  which  enraptured  fmiled 
£  6  around^ 
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around,  and  every  fhrub  Teemed  pregnant 
with  her  charms.  It  was  at  that  hour  after 
we  had  paiTed  a  molt  perilous  day,  when 
the  blue  expanfe  appeared  in  ail  its  sethe- 
real  luftre  when  vivified  with  the  genial 
rays  of  glowing  Phoebus— and  it  was  at  that 
ihftarit  when  my  recollection  was  return- 
ing, which  had  left  me  for  feveral  hours, 
and  when  I  felt  an  obligation  for  a  deli- 
verance from  captivity,  that  made  my 
high  beating  heart  at  the  recognition  of 
Arl — ton,  ahnoft  burft  from  its  confines 
— Yes,  Eliza,  he  refcued  me  from  the  fa- 
vages. 

Wildnefs  feemed  to  me  a  heaven,  and 
while  the  foft  gales  of  l  ,ture,  which  then 
appeared  to  unbofom  and  difplay  her 
every  charm,  my  fenfes  were  ravifhed  with 
the  modulated  lymphony  of  tlie  feathered 
choir. 

Beauty 
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Beauty  fmiled  in  all  its  mild  effulgence, 
and  when  Arl — ton  (hatched  kiffes  from 
my  lips,  all  my  foul  hung  lambent  to  the 
ambrofial  touch. 

Heaven  !  to  what  an  ecftacy  are  our 
feelings  brought  when  they  have  been 
wantonly  fported  with,  and  thus  unex- 
pectedly to  tafte  the  rewards  of  their  vir- 
tuous liruggles  ? 

It  is  fufficient  to  have  tailed  this  joy 
once,  to  give  energy  to  our  aclions  ever 
afterwards,  as  the  bounteous  recompence 
overpays  us  for  all  our  fufferings. 

But  how  very  cruel  is  it  to  fuffer  and 
defpair 1  could  only  attribute  the  be- 
haviour of  Arl — ton  to  caprice;  and  con- 
sequently my  felicity  was  fo  much  the 
higher  when  I  was  made  fully  acquainted 
with  the  caufes  that  produced,  apparently, 
in  him,  fo  ftrange  and  inconfiftent  a  con- 
dua. 

The 
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The  period  is  approaching  when  my  hap- 
pinefs  would  be  compleat,  if  you  Eliza, 
was  not  placed  from  me  fo  remotely.  And 
what  occafions  me  the  more  lively  forrow, 
is,  I  can  perceive  by  your  letters,  partial- 
larly  the  Iaft,  that  you  are  not  happy: — 
and  thefe  feelings  are  not  a  little  increafed 
by  the  fears  I  have  of  the  chagrin  you 
will  experience,  when  you  are  informed 
that  it  is  our  fate  to  remain  feparated. 

It  is  a  cruel  confideration,  and  what 
makes  it  the  more  painful  to  me,  is,  that 
your  inquietudes  appear  to  be  accumulat- 
ing ;  and  as  though  fortune  was  determined 
there  mould  be  no  perfect  happinefs.,  among 
us  fublunary  beings,  I  find  my  felicity 
will  be  lefiened  from  thefe  corroding  re- 
flections. 

-Whatever  has  been  the  indifference  with 

which  Mr.  F may  have  always  treated 

your 
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your  wifiies,  as  he  was  more  domedic  than 
at  prefent,  you  could  not  feel  its  influence 
fo  powerfully,  as  you  mud  his  neglect. ;  for 
no  doubt  his  attendance  of  clubs,  mull  keep 
him  greater  part  of  his  time  from  you,,  and 
at  all  events,  it  mud  make  your  amufe- 
ments  different,  which  to  every  woman  of 
fenfibility  and  honour,,  is  the  fevered  of 
all  trials. 

I  know  your  inflexible  .virtue  too  well?, 
my  dear  Eliza,  to  have  any  apprehenfionS 
for  the  fafety  of  your. .reputation-;  but  I 
alfo  know  your  fenfibility  is. too  exquifite,  to 
endure  fuch  a  fituation,  without  experienc- 
ing the  mod  poignant  didrefs. 

It  has  ever  been  a  matter  of  wonder 
with  me,  that  there  are  men,  who  do  not 
wantunderdanding  in  fome  things,  nor  are 
deditute  of  humanity,  fiiould  give  occafion 
to  their  wives  for  uneafmefs  without  having 

the 
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the  moil  diftant  idea,  that  they  were  the  on- 
ly caufe,  of  their  unhappinefs. 

However,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  it 
proceeds  from  the  habits  of  life  in  Eng- 
land ;  for  while  it  has  been  next  to  an  im- 
poffible  thing,  for  decent  and  virtuous  wo- 
men to  become  repudiated,  men  have  found 
impunity  in  the  exercife  of  every  grofs 
contumely,  and  the  mod.  fhameful  viola- 
tions of  every  cardinal  virtue,  while  beau- 
ty and  innocence  have  been  victims  to  the 
mod  odious  tyranny.  Excufe,  Eliza,  my 
touching  upon  this  fubjeel ;  for  I  am  trem- 
bling at  the  thought,  of  what  may  be  the 

confequences   of   Mr.    F 's  folly    and 

prodigality. 

Our  worthy  uncle  you  will  find  has 
agreed  to  fettle  all  my  father's  debts,  and 
to  liberate  George,  with  a  view,  to  endea- 
vour to  reclaim  him. 

O!  my 
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O  !  my  filler,  how  many  inconveniences, 
and  how  much  difgrace  do  we  bring  upon 
ourfelves,  by  the  irrational  habits  of  think- 
ing ?  and  to  what  a  degradation  have  the 
crude  fentiments  of  the  world  reduced  ma- 
ny amiable  families,  who  wanted  nothing 
but  a  little  falutary  advice,  to  have  made 
them  worthy  and  refpeclable  citizens  ? 

<c  Never  (hall  it  be  faid,"  exclaimed  our 
friend  and  relation,  when  he  had  finifhed 

reading    Sir   Thomas    Mor ly's    note* 

Cf  that  I  am  opulent,  and  my  brother's 
"  debts  unpaid  ;  while  many  honelt  credi- 
"  tors,  are,  perhaps,  fuffering  for  want  of 
"  bread. — No  Caroline  I  nor  my  friend 
"  complain,  when  I  have  a  guinea  in  my 
"  pocket.  We  mould  firft  be  juft  and  then 
"  generous.  But,"  faid  he,  taking  hold 
of  my  hand,  while  he  continued,  "  it  would 
"  be  impoffible  for  me,  ever  to  be  happy 
"  in  England.  However,  as  I  have  reafon 
u  to  believe  my  late  uncle's  eftue  is  fuf- 

"  ficiently 
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"  ficiently  ample,  to  make  all  my  relations, 
<f  who  ftand  in  need  of  ray  aGiftance  com- 
"  Portable,  I  will  make  it  optional  with 
"  fuch  of  them,  as  are  in  this  country,  to 
<f  return,  or  not ;  and,  my  friend,  however 
<f  painful  it  would  prove  to  me  to  loofe 
<f  you,  yet  if  you  wiih  to  return,  and  find- 
"  ing  the  mutual  attachment  between  vou 
(f  and  Capt.  Arl — ton  is  perfectly  virtu- 
"  ous  and  fin  cere,  I  will  make  a  liberal 
cc  fettlement  upon  you,  to  enable  you 
<f  to  enjoy  that  rank  in  fociety  which 
tf  you  fo  highly  merit.  Let  your  con- 
"  duct  be  an  ad  of  volition,  and  do  not 
<f  confider  any  thing  to  your  own  dif- 
■*  advantage  ;  for  recollect  I  am  old,  and 
"  according  to  the  courfe  of  nature  can- 
c<  net  expect  to  live  mfcny  vears ;  and  as 
<f  the  little  appropriate  knowledge  I  pof- 
"  fef-,  may  be  in  a  degree  ufeful  to  this  in- 
"  fant  country,  it  is  a  double  con f: deration 
<f  to  determine  me  here  to  remain  ;  for, 
w  that  being,  who  fee's   no  dbli|    i    .5  to 

<f  fee;: 
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u  fociety  for  the  benefits  it  has  fecured  to 
"  him,  is  unworthy  to  deferve  the  name  of 
«  man." 

"  And  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  fay  one 
C(  word  more,"  faid  this  good  and  affec- 
tionate man,  "  and,  which  I  acknowledge 
"  has  the  appearance  of  proceeding  from 
"  felfifhnefs,  I  would  recommend  you  to 
"  contrail  in  your  mind,  the  genial  charms 
"  of  .the  focial  pleafures  of  this  hofpitable 
"  country,  with  the  unnatural  cuftoms  of 
"  the  European  world  • — and  then  recol- 
°  lect,  that  you  would  pafs  from  a  date  of 
"  innocence  and  joy,  into  perturbed  ele- 
"  ments  of  folly  and  diffipation,  that  are 
u  as  dangerous  to  youth,  as  the  combaftible 
"  regions  of  /Etna  are  to  the  verdure  of 
"  its  neighbouring  plains." 

My   grateful    heart  overflowed  at   this 
new  initance  of  his  bounty  and  friendfhip. 
I    fek  a  ft  range  mixture  of  joy  and  far- 
row 
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row ;  and  feeling  afrefh,  the  obligations  I 
owed  to  fo  kind  a  friend,  the  duty  my 
love  for  Avl-ton  impofed  upon  me,  and  the 
idea,  that  I  had  it  in  my  power  again  to  fee 
my  affeclionate  fifter,when  every  honorary 
tie,  as  well  as  my  attachment,  obliged  me 
to  relinquifh  without  hefitation  a  profpecl 
which  at  the  firft  view  difplayed  fo  many 
dazzling  charms,  that  it  made  my  agitated 
heart  beat  with  all  the  feelings  of  which  it 
is  fufceptible. 

I  a  Mured  him  there  was  but  two  motives 
that  could  ever  a&uate  my  conducl.  The 
firft  was  affeclion,  and  the  other  was  grati- 
tude ;  and  told  him  I  did  not  hefitate  to  de- 
clare my  love  for  Arl — ton,  acled  with  me 
fuperior  to  every  other  confideration,  and 
as  it  was  his  wifli  to  fettle  in  this  country, 
where  we  may  enjoy,  uninterrupted  from 
the  bufy  world  all  the  tranfports  of  our 
reciproca.1  tendernefs,  I  mould  not  make  a 
merit  of  faying,  I  could  not  think  oF  fepa- 

'  rating 
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rating  from  a  friend,  whofe  generofity  to 
our  family,  and  particularly  to  me,  flood 
without  an  example,  as  if  to  arrefl  the  ad- 
miration of  mankind.  Thus  it  has  hap- 
pened, my  charming  filler,  that  my  fate  was 
fixed. 

Mr.  II — ray,  whofe  folicitude  for  the  wel- 
fare of  my  dear  Arl — ton,  I  can  never  fufE- 
ciently  applaud,  mufi  inform  you  of  every 
thing  which  concerns  us.  I  need  not  I  am 
fure  tell  you  how  worthy  he  is  of  your  con- 
fidence; for  I  am  fenfible  you  bear  too 
grateful  a  recollection  of  his  generous  in- 
terference for  our  felicity,  when  you  knew 
him  in  Philadelphia.  But  if  he  did  not  de- 
ferve  my  lavifh  encomiums,  I  mould  think 
his  goodnefs  unequalled,  as  he  was  the 
caufe  of  my  knowing  the  only  man  in  the 
world,  who  I  mult  always  adore. 

God  blefs  you,  Eliza !  O !  my  filler, 
could  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  you  would  ever 

form 
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form  one  of  our  little  fociety  here,  I 
mould  then  have  but  one  more  wifli  to  gra- 
tify ;  that  of  having  it  realized. 

Farewell, 

Caroline* 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXIV, 


Mr.  II — rayt  to  Cap.  Arl — ton, 


London,  March. 

WE  had  a  paflage  of  fourteen 
days  from  Louifville  to  New  Orleans,  my 
dear  James,  from  whence  we  embarked  for 
Hifpaniola,  where  we  arrived  the  middle 
of  laft  December,  and  then  took  fhipping 
for  Cadiz  ;  from  which  place,  after  fee- 
ing Mr.  Mrs.  and  Mifs   T n  fafe  on 

board  a  merchant  fhip  bound  for  London, 
I  fet  out  on  my  journey  through  Spain, 
over  the  Pyrenees,  and  fo  palling  the  cheer- 
ful regions  of  France  to  England,  which 
I  reached  only  two  days  fmce ;  having  tra- 
velled very  leifurely    through  a  country, 

that 
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that  appeared  every  where  novel  to  me,  and 
which  was  the  principal  caufe  of  my  tardy 
movement,  as  I  apprehended  it  would  be 
the  only  opportunity  I  ever  mould  have  of 
contemplating  the  characters  of  a  people, 
whofe  confequence  in  the  lift  of  nations, 
form  fo  important  a  link. 

The  leading  characterise  of  this  cele- 
brated nation,  (I  mean  the  French)  ap- 
pears to  be,  that  of  wifhing  to  be  thought 
witty  and  obliging ;  and  while  they  are  con- 
tinually faying  the  moil  civil  things,  and 
proffering  the  moft  generous  actions,  it  is 
obvious  they  mean  nothing  more  than  the 
practice  of  what  they  term  good  breeding. 

It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  way  that  a  peo- 
ple who  have  always  groaned  under  the 
influence  of  arbitrarv  power,  have  of  re- 
commending their  country  to  flrangers ; 
and  while  they  have  fo  fie  red  the  gaiety  of 
the  prevailing   manners    of  the    country, 

doubtlefs 
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doubtlefs  they  have  experienced  fome  alle- 
viation, if  not  totally  forgotten,  the  facri- 
leo-e  that  has  been  committed  upon  their 
privileges. 

And  it  is  only  by  reflecting  upon  the  in- 
fluence of  their  government,  that  we  are 
enabled  to  form  any  diftincl:  idea  of  the 
reafon  for  that  change  in  the  difpofition 
and  temper  of  the  Parifians,  between  what 
they  were  at  the  period  the  emperor  Ju- 
lian wintered  in  that  city,  and  what  they 
are  at  prefent.  For  that  philofopher  and 
foldier  faid  "  he  liked  the  people  of  Paris 
"  becaufe  they  were  grave  like  himfelf." 

Is  it  not,  my  dear  Arl — ton,  a  mod  me- 
lancholy truth,  that  while  the  priefls  and 
courts  of  Europe,  have  been  in  league  to 
fubjugate  the  human  mind,  that  the  noble 
energy  of  man  has  degenerated,  and  the 
contemptible  arts  of  pleafing  by  flattery 
and  deception  have    taken  place,  of  that 

vol.  in.  f  open 
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open  and  ingenuous  conduft,  that  fome- 
times  infpires  a  degree  of  admiration  in 
the  moft  depraved.  Thus  it  has  happened, 
that  the  tyranny  of  governments  has  laid 
the  foundation  of  European  depravity. 

And  is  it  not  a  little  wonderful  at  the  firft 
viewof  thefeidle  deceptions,  that  when  once 
they  are  detected  the  authors  of  them  are 
not  treated  with  contempt  ?  But  you  have 
only  to  know,  that  practicing  them,  has  be- 
come fo  general,  that,  to  be  open  and  can- 
did is  confidered  as  a  violation  of  good 
manners. 

In  certain  affairs  extreme  delicacy  ought 
moft  certainly  to  accompany  our  opinions 
or  advice;  but  it  can  never  be  judicable 
to  fay  one  thing,  and  mean  another;  nei- 
ther is  it  pardonable  when  we  are  afked  for 
our  opinion  to  give  it  different  from  our 
real  fentiments,  for  fear  of  offending. 
However,  there  is  no  cafe  of  fo  delicate  a 

nature, 


THE   EMIGRANTS.  99 

nature,  nor  no  perfon  fo  faftidious,  but 
you  may,  by  infinuation,  convey  your  real 
thoughts. 

The  talent  of  infinuation,  doubtlefs, 
works  more  efficacioufiy  in  nice  affairs,  than 
the  powers  of  perfuafion  ;  for  when  we  at- 
tempt to  gain  upon  a  quick  fenfibility  that 
is  interefted  in  the  matter,  it  too  often  hap- 
pens, that  the  lead  grofsnefs  ruffles  the 
fmooth  current  of  our  paffions,  and  thus 
the  fufceptibility  of  temperament,  loofes 
its  elegant  polifh,  and  is  no  longer  capable 
of  receiving  the  impreflion. 

This  facl  S appears  to  have  afcer- 

tained,  for  it  clearly  was  more  by  the  plau- 
fibility  of  his  manner,  than  by  any  real 
eloquence  or  good  fenfe,  that  acquired  him 
fo  much  of  the  admiration  of  the  world ; 
and  while  he  continued  to  gild  his  affabili- 
ty with  a  fuavity  of  manners,  he  fuccefsful- 
ly  practiced  the  arts  of  deception ;  and  it 
f  2  feems, 
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feems,  it  was  not  until  his  temper  was  in  a 
degree  fou red,  after  having  by  the  extra- 
vagance of  his  defires  overleaped  the 
bounds  of  common  prudence,  that  he  ever 
loft  fight  of  his  favourite  fecret,  by  which 
he  ingratiated  himfelf  into  the  favour  of 
Grangers. 

The  novelty  of  his  characler,  and  the 
flagrant  outrage  he  committed  upon  the 
ties  of  confidence,  induced  me  to  turn  my 
thoughts  upon  a  fuhjecl  that  appeared  to 
me  fo  inextricable ;  and  I  was  for  a  time 
confounded  with  the  monftrous  abfurdities 
of  fo  much  folly  and  wickednefs. 

In  the  progrefs  of  civilization,  manners 
gradually  become  polifhed  and  refined,  and 
the  arts  of  pleafing  have  been  efteemed 
more  defirable  than  appropriate  and  ufeful 
talents.  But  unfortunately  for  mankind 
the  bafis  of  the  moral  fyftem  of  the  world 

has 
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has  been  materially  defective,  and  has  been 
produclive  of  all  the  evils  of  which  I  com-r 
plain  ;  for  while  candour  has  been  confi- 
dered  as  rudenefs,  and  honefty  as  dullnefs, 
infincerity  has  laid  the  foundation  of  a  ge- 
neral depravity. 

I  hope,  my  friend,  you  will  not  accufe 
me  of  prefumption  for  fetting  up  my  opi- 
nion in  oppofition  to  the  eiUblifhed  prac- 
tices of  mankind,  without  recollecting,  that 
fociety,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  is  in  an 
infant  ftate;  and  that  it  is  not  fo  much  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  many  of  its  cuftoms 
are  abfurd,  as  it  is,  that  they  are  not 
more  fa. 

I  am  aware  that  it  is  a  general  fentiment 
among  men,  that  in  proportion  as  they  be- 
come polifhed,  the  greater  will  be  our  infin- 
cerity.—That  is  prejudging  the  fubject, 
and  therefore  it  is  neceflary  we  fhould  look 
r  3  up 
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up  to  the  very  fountain  head  from  whence 
the  evil  proceeds. 

In  almoft  every  country  upon  the  globe 
fplendour  and  pomp  have  been  fubftituted 
in  the  room  of  comfort  and  convenience  ; 
and  while  our  artificial  wants  have  been 
rapidly  accumulating,  a  general  commer- 
cial fpirit  has  infenfibly  become  unbound- 
ed, and  has  been  relevant  to  the  tyranny 
of  courts  and  the  ingenious  hypocrify  of 
priefts,  in  effectually  fapping  the  fource  of 
all  focial  pleafures;  and  which  confpired  to 
produce  a  general  venality  and  adulation 
in  the  difpofitions  of  the  fubordinate  orders 
of  men,  that  is  the  only  ladder,  by  which 
they  are  enabled  to  climb  to  the  fummit  of 
their  joys.  Indeed  it  has  not  flopped  here, 
for  its  influence  has  pervaded  all  orders  of 
men  from  the  lord  to  the  beggar ;  fo  that 
while  the  dependants  of  every  clafs  have 
flattered  their  fuperiors,  or  men  in  power, 

a  degene- 
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a  degeneracy  has  fpread  through  all  orders 
of  fociety,  and  has  produced  the  lamenta- 
ble criterion  of  eftimating  the  value  of  wif_ 
dom  and  integrity  by  the  faving  appear- 
ances, while  degradation  is  only  annexed 
to  the  molt  notorious  and  atrocious  vil- 
lanies,  and  unprotected  innocence. 

It  is  therefore  to  be  prefumed,  whenever 
the  rights  of  man  can  be  clearly  afcertain- 
ed,  and  equality  eftablifhed,  that  men  will 
regain  their  priftine  fincerity,  and  confe_ 
quently,  thofe  bafe  arts  that  have  fo  often 
degraded  the  dignity  of  man  will  no  lon- 
ger be  known. 

The  developement  of  the  note  you  re- 
ceived from  Mifs  T n    at  Pittfburg, 

was  the  caufe  of  my  paying  more  particu- 
lar attention  to  her  manners  and  converfa- 
tion  than  I  had  formerly  done:  and  I  could 
riot  help  remarking,  during  our  pafiage 
from  Hifpaniola  to  Cadiz,  the  vivacity  fhe 
f    4  a  {Turned 
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aiTumed,  nor  could  I  forego  die  propen- 
sity I  felt  to  afk  her  the  caufe  of  fo  fudden 
a  change  in  her  fpirits; — particularly,  as 
flie  had  fo  recently  left  her  amiable  lifter 
and  worthy  uncle,  neither  of  whom  Hie 
could  ever  expect  to  fee  again. 

The  anfwer  (lie  returned  I  thought 
was  extraordinary.  ff  Sir,"  Taid  me  with 
the  greatest  gaiety,  fC  lam  returning  to  that 
u  dear  place  London,  where  every  thing 
"  is  -  enchantment — where  every  perfon 
"  does  as  they  think  proper,  without  be- 
€<  jag  fubject  to  the  wicked  comments  of 
"  the  vulgar  multitude;  —  and  where  they 
<f  diftinguifh  between  good  breeding,  and 
"  that  honeji  kind  of  manners  which  ever 
<f  gives  me  the  moil  diftreffing  ennui.''' 

«  Pray   Mifs  T -n,"  Taid  I,  «  if  the 

u  conduct  of  our  lives  is  governed  by  the 
"  rules  of  decorum  and  integrity,  do 
*«  you  not  think  the  vulgar  multitude  would 

«be 
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be  as  ready  to  applaud  us  for  our  vir- 


«  tue?; 


I  was  proceeding,  when  Mifs  T- 


interrupted  me  by  a  "  ha,  ha,  ha," — and 
then  exclaimed,  <c  virtue  was  a  word  of 
«  mere  found,  without  meaning,"  and  that 
fhe  could  have  no  idea  of  praclifing  rules 
or  precepts  which  were  violated  every  day 
by  both  the  clergy  and  legi/lators%  who  cer- 
tainly were  the  b eft  judges  of  what  was  right 
and  what  was  wrong ;  but  for  her  part,  fhe 
did  not  know  why  every  perfon  had  not  a 
right  to  do  whatever  was  agreeable  to 
themfelves,  without  any  regard  to  any  hu- 
man being. 


"  True,"  faid  I,  "  provided  it  does  not 
€<  injure  others."     "  O  Lord!"    exclaim- 
ed thejenfitive  lady,  "  if  you  become  me- 
taphyfical  I  fhall  certainly  faint." 

i  5  I  then 


cc 
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<c  I  then  begged  to  allure  her  there 
"  could  be  nothing  abftraa  in  a  difquifi- 
"  tion  upon  what  ought  to  be  the  bafis 
"  of  every  fociety  ;  for  that  nothing  could 
"  be  more  fimple  than  the  principles  which 
"  conflituted  the  unalienable  rights  of 
u  man;  and  then  declared  to  her  it  was 
"  a  lamentable  confideration,  that  women 
"  who  had  {o  great  fliare  in  influencing 
"  the  opinions  of  men,  mould  pay  fo  lit— 
"  tie  attention  to  a  fubjecl:  in  which  they 
w  were  fo  materially  concerned." 

Mifs  T n  replied,  "  I  do  not  know 

u  what  is  meant  by  the  rights  of  men, 
"  and  therefore  the  fubjecl;  muft  be  ab- 
u  ftraQ,  and  which  is  more  diftrefhng  to 
•*  my  feelings  than  metaphyfical  love; — 
"  for  it  is  only  realities  that  can  give  mc 
u  pleafure^and  happinefs,  and  every  perfon 
"  has  a  right  "to  obtain  them  by  every 
"  means   in  their  power; — and  the  moft 

"  adroit 
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w  adroit  and  dexterous  in  faving  appear- 
"  ances,  appears  not  only  in  my  eyes,  but 
"  in  the  eftimation  of  the  world  the  moft 
"  meritorious  characters." 

"  I  am  not  a  little  aftonifhed/'   faid  I, 

ic  to  hear  fuch  fentiments  efcape  the  lips  of 

M  a  lady ; — forgive  the  candour,  or  if  you 

"  pleafe    the    rudenefs,   and   attribute  my 

"  furprize    to    a    want    of   a    knowledge 

u  of  that   politenefs,    which  deems    it   a 

M  breach  of  good  manners  to  declare  an 

"  honeft  fentiment." 

u  O!  my  dear  Sir,  if  you  are  ferious," 

anfwered  Mifs  T n,  with  a  tone  of 

voice  which  proved  to  me,  that  fhe  believ- 
ed fhe  was  on  the  right  fide  of  the  argu- 
ment, <c  does  not  every  man,  and  thofe  too 
"  who  are  advocates  for  the  rights  of  men, 
"  violate  his  conjugal  engagements  every 
u  day  of  his  life,  without  paying  any  re- 
f<  gard  to  the  rights  of  women  ? — do  not  the 
7  6  "  members 
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u  members  of  the    Parliament    of    Great 
"  Britain  obtain  their  feats  in  the  Houfe 
Cf  of  Commons  by  Jlratagem,  addrefs,  and 
cc  corruption,  without  having  any  pretenfions 
(<  to  wifdom  or  integrity,  while,  what  yen  call 
Cf  honejl  and  upright  men  are  mere  cyphers  in 
u  fociety? — and  are  not  ministers  who  have 
f<  the  moil    dexterouily    hoodwinked   the 
Cf  people,  men  of  the  greatefi  celebrity  for 
ff  talents?     And  thus  has  it  not  happened, 
"  that  the  celebrated  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
w  and    the   prefent  premier    of  England, 
<K  are  efleemed   the    two    mod   wife    and 
"  ufeful  politicians  that  country  ever  pro- 
<c  duced,  and   who  never  fcrioiifly  faicl  one 
fi  zuord  about  the  rights  of  man,  nor  puzzled 
ct  their  brains  a  moment  concerning  the  chi 
*c  merical  idea  of  virtue  ?" 

"  And  is  it  upon  fuch  grounds  you  efli- 
Jc  mate  the  merits  of  men?"  I  replied, 
c<  without  confidering  the  depravity  that 
"  corrupt  and    degenerate  manners   have 

"  produced? 
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f*  produced?  and  would  it  not  be  more 
Cf  laudable  to  analyze  the  fubjecl;,  and  en- 
cc  deavour  to  find  out  the  caufes  of  this 
<c  degeneracy,  than  implicitly  to  fall  into 
<c  the  error  of  believing  that  it  is  na- 
"  tural." 

"  I  have  no  talent  for  analytical  fpecu- 

"  lation,"  faid  Mifs  T n  triumphantly, 

<f  But  I  know  the  accumulated  wifdom  of 
<c  ages  has  taught  us  toknow,that  the  molt 
"  effectual  way  to  obtain  refpecl  is  by  ap- 
<f  pearances  and  addrefs  —  therefore  the 
"  molt  wife  nations  upon  the  globe  have 
fC  created  Kings,  crowned  them  with  gold, 
"  and  decorated  them  with  brilliants,  in 
u  order  to  give  them  a  fplendour  which 
"  dazzles  the  understanding  of  the  vul- 
"  gar,  and  makes  them  believe  there 
"  is  fomething  fupernatural  belonging  to 
u  them,  while  every  perfon  of  common 
"  fenfe,  knows  they  are  mere  men,  and 
"  generally  not  the  brighteil  characters  in 

«  the 
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"  the  world.  But  was  the  veil  to  be  re- 
u  moved,  and  the  minds  of  the  multitude, 
c<  to  be  what  you  call,  in  modern  language, 
"  enlightened,  it  would  deftroy  every  thing 
u  that  is  beautiful-— every  thing  that  is 
"  ornamental  to  the  grandeur  of  empires 
"  would  decay,  and  that  blandifhment 
"  which  thefubordination  of  our  hearts  owes 
"  to  diftintlion  and  power,  would  be  chang- 
"  ed  into  a  rebellious  candour,  which 
"  would  at  once  tarnifh  the  luftre  of  that 
f<  poliflr,  which  our  glorious  and  immortal 
"  anceftors  atchieved  with  fuch  infinite 
"  pains  and  labour. 

"  However,"  faid  Mifs  T n,  u  as 

ct  fuch  arguments  are  unanfwerable,  I  will 
u  not  give  you  the  pain  to  hear  any  more 
f<  upon  the  fubjecl ;  but  I  will  illuftrate 
"  my  idea  by  relating  an  anecdote,  which 
"  I  think  muft  give  you  the  utmofl  de- 
u  light."  I  thanked  her  for  her  tender 
politenefs  when  fhe  began. 

«  The 
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cThe  Honourable  H.  W ,  a  young 

*  man  who  pofTeffed  the  mod  perfect 
c  addrefs,  and  whofe  manners  were  as  ac- 
c  complifhed   as  his  perfon    was   graceful 

*  and  elegant,  had  lived  all  his  life  by  his 

*  wits,   and  lb  perfectly  preferved  appear- 

*  ances,  that  he  was  confidered,  not  only 
c  as  the  moft    agreeable  man   living,    but 

*  looked  upon  as  a  valuable  fubjeB. 

*  It  happened   that  he  had  occafion  to 
c  vifit  the  continent,    at  a  time  when  his 

*  finances  were  very  low;  but  that  did 
'  not  in  the  lead  damp  his  intrepidity  and 
'  fpirit  for  fcneffc. 

•  Accordingly  he    embarked  on  board 

*  a  packet  for  Bologne,  having  firft  made 
'  himfelf  acquainted  with  the  character  of 
■  a  Mrs.  Knowles,  an  Englifh  woman,  who 
'  keeps    the  moft    genteel    hotel    in    that 

*  place. 

*  Immediately 
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*  Immediately   upon  his  landing  a  coach 

*  attended  him,    which  he  ordered  to   be 

*  driven  diiectly  to  Mrs.  Knowles's,  where 
c  he  alighted,  and  was  conducted  into  an 
«  apartment    fuitable    to  his    elegant    ap- 

*  pearance. 

1  The  firft   thing  he  required  was  to  fee 

*  the  kind  lady  of  the    houfe,   who    moft 

*  readily  attended  him. 

<f  My  dear  madam,"  faid  he,  fand  as  Mrs. 
«  Knowles  entered  into  the  room,  at  the 
c  fame  time  he  arofe,  and  handing  her  to  a 

*  feat,  and  then  placing  himfelf  along  fide 
f  of  her,  t€  I  have  been  recommended  to 
*«  your  houfe,  where  I  was  allured  I  fhould 
u  have  the  beft  accommodation g^dknd 
«  where  I  mould  be  certain  of  reviving 
«'  the  moft  obliging  civility  and  attention; 
if  and  it  is  with  the  greateft  fatisfaclion  I 
u  acknowledge,  that  every  appearance> 
"  particularly  your's,  fully  jufl^es  the  en- 

(<  comiums 
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"  comiums  my  friends  laviflied  upon  your 
"  fuperb  accommodations,  and  your  more 
"  amiable  felf.  But  if  you  will  permit 
<c  me,  my  deareft  madam,  taking  hold  of 
<f  her  hand  at  the  fame  inftant,  I  mud  af- 
<c  fure  you,  that  I  think  it  is  impoiTible, 
f(  where  ever  you  prefide,  fliould  not  be 
c<  all  elyfium."  f  Then  ringing  the  bell,  he 
f  ordered  a  bottle  of  champaigne  to  be 
1  brought,  and  ordering  the  fervant  to 
«  retire,  he  poured  out  a    fparkling  giafs* 

*  and  handed  it  to  Mrs.  Knowlcs  with  the 
'  with   the   molt   irrefiflible   grace,    which 

*  (lie  modeftly  declined  accepting, — but 
«  with  a  look  of  ineffable  fweetnefs,  he 
«  intreated  her  to  do  him  the  honour  to 
c  drink   only  one    glafs,    which   fo    over- 

*  powered  her,  that  file  yielded  to  his 
c  tender  perfuafion.*  "  Now,"  <f  exclaimed 
u  he,  "I  do  not  envy  great  Jove  the  charms 
«c  of  his  ambrohal  feafts,  where  the  loves 
u  and  fports  frolic  as  the  wanton  hours  en- 

*  rapture  every  fenfe. 

«  Then 
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c  Then  fuddenly  ftarting,  and  clapping 
c  his  hand  to  his  head,  as  the  moifture 
c  gliflened  in  his  eyes,  "  my  dear  madam", 
c  exclaimed  he,'  cc  I  am  the  mod  miferable 
"  man  alive!  but  it  is  no  fmall  alleviation 
"  to  the  pangs  I  feel,  in  being  fenfible, 
u  that  I  have  found  in  you  a  perfon  fo 
"  worthy  of  my  confidence — you  are  fu- 
"  perior  to  your  fex,  and  in  that  acknow- 
c<  ledgment  the  world  has  barely  done  you 
«f  juftice  —  you  are  more  worthy  to  be 
"  trufted  than  the  famed  Portia,  whofe 
"  weaknefs  went  near  to  ruin  her  loved 
*c  Brutus. — Yes!  my  charming  woman,  I 
<c  will  intruft  you  with  a  moft  melancholy 
u  tale.  It  is  not  money  I  want,  for  I  am 
cc  rich  in  wealth,  which  I  defpife,  but  I  am 
cc  poor  indeed  in  comfort. 

c  Mrs.    Knowles    was    quite    enchanted 

*  with  his  brilliancy,    and    promifed  him, 
'  that  fhe  would  preferve  the  moft  invio- 

*  lable  fecrecy. 

*  Now 
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'  Now  with  dejefted  looks;  and  contri- 

*  tion  ftrongly  marked  in   every  feature, 

*  he  began  the  relation  of  his  forrows. 

"  I  had  dined  with  my  dear  friend  Lord 

«  S ,  and  after  having  drank  freely, 

"  the  converfation  turned  upon  different 
"  fubjecls,  and  as  my  Lord  was  heated 
«  with  wine,  he  let  fall  fome  expreffions> 
"  of  which,  as  a  gentleman,  I  was  oblige 
"  ed  to  take  notice,  and  accordingly  we 
"  had  a  meeting  the  next  morning  in 
"  Hyde-park,  when — horrid  to  recolleBy  I 
<c  had  the  misfortune  to  wound,  I  fear 
*c  mortally,  my  deareft  and  bed  friend ; 
"  and,  confequently  I  was  obliged  to  efcape 
<c  with  the  greater!  precipitation. 

*  Mrs.  Knowles  inftantly  anticipated 
*  him;  Sir/  faid  fhe,  <c  reft  fatisfied  in  my 
"  confidence,  and  be  affured,  no  human 
<f  being  (hall  draw  from  me  the  caufe  of 
<f  your  dejeclion; — and  as  I  am  fure  that 

«  your 
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"  your  flight  muft  have  prevented  your 
"  bringing  your  wardrobe,  you  will,  I 
cf  hope  give  me  leave  to  fend  for  a  taylor, 
"  hofier,  and  mercer,  in  order  that  you 
u  may  be  fupplied  with  every  neceffary 
u  article ;  and  let  me  pray  that  you  will 
cf  confider  my  credit,  and  every  thing  which 
€C  I  poffefs,  entirely  at  yourcommands. 

*  The  Honourable  H.  W thanked 

4  her  for  fuch  an  inftance  of  unparalleled 

*  and  difinterefted  generofity,  and  again 
'  affured  her  that  it  was    not  money    he 

*  wanted,  and  declared  he  already   expe- 

*  rienced  a  tranquillity  of  fpirits,  in   con- 

*  fequence  of  unburthening  his  overloaded 
'  heart,  to  a  perfon  who  fo  highly  merited 
■  a  truft,    which,  to  him,  was  of  fo  much 

*  importance.' 

While   Mifs    T— — n    v/as  paufing,  for 
her    volubility     had    nearly     taken    away 
her    breath,  I   begged  to  know,  what  in- 
ference 
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fcrence  could  be  drawn  from  this  long 
ftory,  other  than  that  the  Honourable 
H.  W was  a  fwindler. 

"  Give  me  leave,"    fhe -replied,    as  her 
breath  began  to  return,  "  to  finifh  my  tale." 

«  The    Honourable    H.    W when- 

«  ever  he  rofe  in  the  morning,  enquired 

*  with    the  utmoft  Teeming  folicitude  and 

*  tendernefs  after  the  health  of  Mrs. 
c  Knowles,  and  the  moment  fhe  appeared, 

*  he  begged   to  know  how  fhe  had  refted, 

*  and  in  fhort  treated  her  with  marked 
'  attention  and  refpe6t. 

'  He  continued  to  appear  in  the  mofl 
€  penfive    mood,    and    as   he   was   a  very 

*  graceful  and  elegant  man,  the  eyes  of 
c  every  perfon   were  fixed  upon  him,  as 

*  he   paffed  through    the    flreets. — Every 

*  perfon   was  forry  to  fee  an  Englifhman 

*  of  his  figure  and  apparent  rank,  fo  me- 

•  lancholy 
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*  lancholy — every  one  took  an  interefl  in 
<  his  forrows,   and  every  one    wifhed  to 

*  know  the    latent     caufe,    that    fpread   a 

*  gloom  over  the  molt  benignant  face  that 

*  was  ever  feen. 

*  Continual  applications  were  made  to 

■  Mrs.   Knowles  for  information  refpecl- 
c  ing  the    accomplished  ftranger,   and  the 

*  reafon  why  his  mind  was  fo  much  agi- 

*  tated. 

4  She  anfwered  by  faying  flie  knew  every 

*  thing; — but  as  he  had  intruded  her  with 

*  a  fecret  of  the  firft  importance,  fhe  hoped 

*  ever  to  merit  the  confidence  of  a  man 
'  whofe  manners  fo  peculiarly  diftinguifh- 

*  ed  his  urbanity  and  fuperior  underftand- 

■  ing. 

*  The   taylor,  the  mercer,    and  hofier, 

*  carried  their  refpeclive  bills  in  to  Mrs. 

*  Knowles,  all  of  which  fhe  paid  with  the 

•  greatefl 
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c  greateft  cheerfulnefs; — and  as    the    ho- 

*  nourable  gentleman  had  difcounted  bills 

*  to  the  amount  of  fome  hundreds  upon 

*  the  credit    of   the  thorough  knowledge 

*  his  kind  hoftefs  had  of  him,   he  was  off 

*  in  a  tangent,  and  has  never  fince  been 

*  feen  at  Bologne.' 

(  But  what  proves  the  great  advantage 
9  of  addrefs  is,  that  this  woman  is  remark- 
«  able  for  fleecing  every  perfon,  who   has 

*  any  thing  to  do  with   her    in  bufinefs, 

*  and  is  moreover  a  very  plain  and  dif- 

*  gulling  perfon,  and  has  ever  fince  per- 

*  filled  in  faying,  that  whatever  the  world 
c  may  fay  of  him,  yet,  fhe  is   convinced, 

*  he  was  the  moft  accomplifhed  gentleman 
c  that  ever  vifited  Bologne.' 

*  And  pray,    Mifs  T n/  faid   I, 

«*  and  do  you  not  think  he  was  a  mofl 
**  accomplifhed  rafcaL  However,  I  hope 
"  you  have  not  related  this  tale  to  prove 

"the 
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*  the  advantages  of  addrefs;    for    admit- 

*  ting  that  fuch  a  conduct  could  be  jufti- 
c  fied,  it  appears  to  be  a  very  foolifh  one, 
c  as  it  mud  be  impoffible  for  a  man  to 
'  continue  fuch  practices  for  any  length 
c  of  time  without  being  brought  to  pu- 
c  nifnment.  And  I  wifh  to  know  what 
c  became  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
«  after  he  returned  to  his  own  country." 

c  O   Sir,"   replied    Mifs  T n,  "  he 

c  continued  for  a  length  of  time  after  that 
c  aera  to  live  by  his  addrefs j  but  an  unfor- 

*  tun  ate  affair,  fomething  refpecling  a  note 
1  I  really  do  not  recollecl  the  particulars> 
c  that    caufed   him  to    be  arraigned,   and 

*  though  his  friends  had  frequently  faved 
c  him,  a  barbarous  jury,  and  an  implaca- 

*  ble  judge,  condemned  him  to  be  tran- 
5  fported  to  Botany-bay  for  feven  years;  but 
,  I  aifure  you  that  every  body  pitied  him, 

*  for  he  certainly  was  the  moil  finifhed 
€  gentleman  in  Europe." 

Farewell, 
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Farewell,  my  dear  Arl — ton,  and  per- 
mit me  to  allure  you,  that  I  prefer  the  un- 
polifhed  wilds  of  America,  with  the  honeft 
affability  and  good  humour  of  the  people,  to 
the  refined  addrefs  of  the  European  world, 
who  have  fubftituted  duplicity  for  candour, 
and  cunning  for  wifdom.  But  I  flatter 
myfelf,  the  period  is  haftening  when  its  citi- 
zens will  be  regenerated,  and  when  they 
mud  look  back  with  fhame  at  the  facrilege 
which  has  been  committed. 

While  you,  my  friend,  have  been  balk- 
ing in  the  radiating  charms  of  your  fond 
and  lovely  Caroline,  was  I  for  fome  time 
toffed  in  the  boifterous  elements  that  fe~ 
parates  us;  at  another,  in  the  deferts 
of  Spain,  which  contains  citizens  without 
fociety,  fupports  a  religion  without  reafon, 
and  a  government  without  wifdom,  was  I 
curfing  the  influence  of  defpotifm,  and  the 
fetters  of  a  fuperftition,  which  nothing  but 
time  will  be  able  to  burft  afunder,  as  they 

vol.  in.  g  arc 
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are  fattened  upon  the  mind,  while  a  mod 
infernal  policy  coerces  the  reltraint,  and 
fliuts  ous  every  ray  of  light  that  might 
be  fliot  to  illumine  their  ignorant  minds. 

I  am  anxious  to  return  to  you,  my  dear 
Tames,  and   the  moment  the  bufinefs  Sir 

Thomas  Mor ly  is  tranfafting  for  Mr. 

p is  adjufted,  I  mail  leave  this  place  to 

join  your  delegable  fociety. 

]y[rs.  F —  thinks  and  talks  of  no- 
thing but  Caroline,  her  uncle,  and  you— 
poor  girl  file  is  miferable,  and  I  am  un- 
happy. 

God  blefs  yon,  James. 

G.    IL RAY, 


LET. 
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LETTER  LXVIIL 

Capt.  Arl — ton  to  Mr.  II — ray. 

Louifville,  March. 

DURING  the  delirium  of  my  dis- 
tempered brain,  which  the  violence  of  my 
paffions,  and  the  circumftances  attending 
my  love  for  Caroline  produced,  I  Some- 
times forgot,  my  dear  II — ray,  the  impor- 
tant duties  I  owe  both  to  my  friends,  to 
myfelf,  and  above  all  to  my  country. — 
And  it  is  to  your  regard  for  my  welfare  that 
I  am  indebted  for  the  felicity  I  now  en- 
joy- 

The  flexible  temper  of  the  human  mind 

is  capable  of  being  wrought  to  a  polifh  fo 

elegantly    fine,    that    the   molt     delicate 

c  2  touches 
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touches  makes  the  mod  lading  impreflions; 
and  perhaps  it  was  owing  to  the  refined  and 
judicious  leffons  upon  morality  you  have 
io  repeatedly  given  me,  which  now  makes 
me  feel  a  glow  of  gratitude  for  the  benefits 
I  have  experienced — and  nothing  can 
more  effectually  prove  to  me  the  advan- 
tages refulting  from  a  permanent  and  re- 
ciprocal friendfhip  like  ours,  than  a  retro- 
fpect.  to  the  dangers  I  have  efcaped,  and  a 
view  of  the  gilded  profpecl  by  which  I  am 
now  fur  rounded. 

It  was  to  your  active  zeal  for  my  ho- 
nour and  health  which  prevented  me  from 
falling  a  viclim  to  my  impetuous  difpofi- 
tion  and  propenfity  to  diffipation,  at  an 
early  period.  It  was  by  your  council  and  ad- 
vice I  learned  to  diftinguih  between  virtue 
and  vice,  which  have  become  fo  confound- 
ed, that  it  is  no  difficult  talk  to  inftruft  the 
underftanding  of  men  whofe  minds  have 
received  a  falfe  bias  —  and  it  was  your 

watchful 
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-watchful  folicitude  for  the  happinefs  of 
Caroline  and  myfelf,  that  led  to  the  unra- 
veling the  myftery  of  our  love,  and  unbc- 
fomed  its  fweets  in  all  its  blufhing  charms, 
which  otherwife  would  have  withered, 
untafted,  and  unenjoyed. 

How  can  I  defcribe  to  you  our  mutual 
happinefs? — The  fleeting  feafon  feems  to 
have  hurried  round  his  courfe,  and  has  left 
me  the  image  of  a  banquet  that  floats  in 
my  imagination,  where  beauty  at  reft,  lies 
embraced  by  love,  while  the  rofy  hours 
are  dancing  with  enchantment  to  the  melli- 
fluous tones  of  defire. 

Every  preparation  having  been  adjufted 
fhortly  after  your  departure,  that  was  necef- 
fary  to  the  confummation  of  our  wifhes, 
and  Caroline's  excellent  uncle  having  no 
objection  to  our  alliance,  declared  he  would 
never  be  the  caufe  of  procraflinating,  by 
a  regard  to  idle  ceremony,  the  completion 
c3  of 
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of  our  joys: — and  though  it  was  not  at 
that  feafon  of  which  Thompfon  fpeaks  where 
he  fo  beautifully  defcribes  the  glowing 
charms  of  the  virgin,  yet  Caroline 

"  Flufhed  by  the  fpirit  of  the  genial  hour 
Then  from  her  virgin's  cheek  a  freiher  bloom 
Shot  lefs,  and  lefs,  the  live  carnation  round  ;— 
Her  lips  blufh'd  deeper  fweets;  fhe  breath'd  o£ 

youth  ; 
The  mining  moifture  fwell'd  into  her  eyes, 
In  brighter  flow. — Her  wifhing  bofom  heav'd, 
With  palpitations  wild; — kind  tumult  feiz'd 
Her  veins,  and  all  her  yielding  foul  was  love." 

Be  fo  good  as  to  excufe  this  flight  alter- 
ation. 

When  the  ruthlefs  hand  of  barbarous 
war  has  in  many  places  defolated  the  faired 
country  upon  the  face  of  the  globe, — a 
country  which  Voltaire  faid  "  if  ever  the 
"  golden  age  exifted,  it  was  in  the  middle 
"  provinces  of  America."     Who  can  help 

feeling 
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feeling  an  indignation  againft  fuch  gothic 
practices  ? 

When  I  recoiled  the  once  fmiling  meads 
of  the  gentle  Pacaic,  which  are  now  untill- 
ed — when  I  reflecl;  upon  the  plenty  that 
prolific  region  once  produced,  which  is  now 
a  wafte;  and  then  figure  to  my  mind  the 
innocent  wiles  of  a  growing  progeny  that 
ufed  to  gladden  the  fields  with  the  rude 
fongs  of  the  uncultivated  bard,  which  the 
horrors  of  a  fanguinary  warfare  have  turned 
into  gloom  and  heaps  of  ruins,  how  can  I 
help  reprobating  a  fyftem  pregnant  with 
evils  the  mod  monftrous  ? 

We  can  fcarcely  caft  our  eyes  upon  a 
page  of  hiftory  which  is  not  ftained  with 
the  relation  of  fome  bloody  tranfaclion — 
the  facrifice  of  innocence — the  proscription 
of  the  virtuous,  or  the  triumph  of  a  villain; 
which  is  fuffkient  to  convince  every  unpre- 
judiced man,  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
c  4  world 
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world  has  hitherto  been  governed  bv  bar- 
barians :  and  which  mull  prove  to  all  men 
of  fentiment  and  humanity,  that  it  is  high 
time  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  which  has  fb 
often  deftroyed  the  repofe  of  the  world, 
and  ftained  the  annals  of  mankind  with 
indelible  difcrace. 

o 

Such  were  the  confiderations,  you  know 
my  friend,  that  firit  induced  me  to  turn  my 
thoughts  toward  the  weftern  territory  of 
this  continent,  as  its  infancy  affords  an  op- 
portunity to  its  citizens  of  eftablifhing  a 
fyflem  conformable  to  reafon  and  humanity, 
and  thereby  extend  the  bleflings  of  civil- 
ization to  all  orders  of  men. — And  if  a 
circumiiance  that  at  firfl  diftracled  my  brain, 
and  debarred  me  from  thinking  of  living 
in  a  country  that  contained  the  mod  lovely 
woman  in  the  world,  but  which  now  affords 
me  fuch  undefcribable  joy,  for  a  time  fruf- 
trated  my  object,  and  induced  me  to  deter- 
mine to  leave  the  country  ;  I  now  affure 

you 
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you  that  I  am  more  than  ever  attached  to 
an  object  interefting  to  every  hurnrn 
being. 

I  have  not  the  vanity  to  fuppofe  my  ex- 
ertions will  materially  tend  to  effect  this 
important  end  ; — but  I  ha\{e  the  fatisfa&ion 
to  know  I  (hall  be  entitled  to  the  reputation 
of  a  good,  if  not  a  ve;y  ufeful  citizen; 
an  honour,  in  my  opinion,  that  has  more 
real  fplendour  annexed  to  it  than  all  the 
inflated  eulogiums  which  have  been  lavifhed 
upon  vain  and  inhuman  conquerors,  or 
intriguing  and  unprincipled  minifters  of 
ftate. 

As  the  government  of  this  diftricTt  is  not 
organized,  it  is  my  intention  to  form  in 
epitome  the  model  of  a  fociety  which  I 
conceive  ought  to  form  part  of  the  polity 
of  every  civilized,  commonwealth  ; — for 
which  purpofe  I  have  purchaied  a  tract  of 
country  lying  upon  the  Ohio  from  the  ra- 
c  5  pids 
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pids  or  Louifville,  and  extending  above 
Diamond  ifland  to  a  point  fixfeen  miles 
from  its  beginning,  and  running  back  an 
equal  diftance,  which  will  conftitute  an 
area  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-fix  fquare 
miles,  or  nearly,  making  an  allowance  for 
the  bends  of  the  river. 

This  tra61  I  have  laid  out  into  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-fix  parcels,  upon  which  I  am 
fettling  men  who  ferved  in  the  late  war, 
giving  to  each  a  fee-fimple  in  the  foil  he 
occupies,  who  fhall  be  eligible  to  a  feat  in 
a  houfe  of  reprefentatives  confiding  of 
twenty  members,  who  are  to  affemble  every 
Sunday  in  the  year,  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  meafures  neceffary  to  promote  the 
encouragements  of  agriculture  and  all  ufe- 
ful  arts,  as  well  to  difcufs  upon  the  fcience 
of  government  and  jurifprudence. 

Every  male  being  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  and  found  in  his  reafon,  is  intitled  to 

a  vote 


THE   EMIGRANTS.  131 

a  Vote  in  the  nomination  of  a  member  to 
reprefent  them,  and  every  member  is  inti- 
tled  to  the  rewards  and  honours  which  the 
inftitution  may  think  proper  to  beftow. 
And  in  order  that  their  debates  mall  be 
perfectly  free  and  uncontrolled,  the  right 
of  electing  their  prefident  is  invefted  in 
them  alfo,  every  member  being  eligible  to 
the  office;  but  not  to  the  dignity  for  more 
than  one  year;  and  he  mud  then  remain 
out  of  office  for  feven  years  before  he  can 
be  eligible  again;  by  which  means  all  un- 
warrantable views  will  be  fruftated,  and  the 
object  of  every  member  will  be  limited  to 
the  ambition  of  meriting  the  thanks  of  his 
country:  and  thus  by  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  fociety,  every  expectation  of  aggran- 
dizement will  fall  to  the  ground,  and  love^ 
and  harmony,  muft  confeque-ntly  be  produc- 
tive of  every  generous  advantage ;  and  the 
refpeclability  of  every  citizen  be  eftablimed 
upon  that  broad  bafis — the  dignity  of  man* 

g  6  Mr. 
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Mr.  P thinks  the  object  is  laudable, 

and  he  has  promifed  to  lend  his  affiftance 
in  framing  the  particular  inftruclions  imme- 
diately neceffary  to  give  order  and  motion 
to  the  machine ;  and  he  has  moreover  pro- 
mifed, if  they  will  do  him  the  honour  to 
elecl  him  prefident,  to  ferve  the  firft  year, 
and  give  them  every  information  in  his 
power. 

He  has  alfo  offered  to  build  a  houfe  for 
the  affembly  with  galleries  large  and  capa- 
cious enough  to  contain  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  diftricl ;  for  he  fays,  every  thing  of 
this  fort  ought  to  have  the  greateft  publi- 
city— and  by  that  means  the  people  will  be 
edified  by  hearing  what  paffes,  and  will  alfo 
be  prevented  from  liftening  to  thofe  itine- 
rant preachers  who  travel  about  the  coun- 
try under  a  pretence  of  propagating  the 
pure  chriftian  religion,  but  who  are,  in 
truth,  the  difturbers  of  domeftic  felicity, — 
the   harbingers   of  hypocrify,  and  whofe 

incoherent 


THF  ^MIGRANTS.  I33 

incoherent  fermons  are  a  cloud  of  igno- 
rance that  too  often  fpreads  a  gloom  over 
the  underftanding  of  the  uninformed,  which 
nothing  but  the  rays  of  reafon  can  difpel, 
and  which  have  too  long  darkened  the  in- 
tellect I  of  mankind,  and  produced  an  ob- 
fcurity  of  ideas  that  is  truly  lamentable. 

The  plan  I  am  determined  mail  not  be 
merely  theoretical,  for  it  is  in  great  part 
already  carried  into  execution. — The  land 
is  not  only  purchafed  and  parcelled  out,  but 
there  is  upwards  of  one  hundred  families 
fettled,  and  Mr.  P is  making  pre- 
parations for  the  public  building.  There- 
fore you  fee,  my  friend,  if  I  have  been 
folded  in  the  arms  of  love,  I  have  not  been 
idle  as  to  what  ought  to  be  the  obje6l  of 
every  human  being,  i.  e.  promoting  the 
good  of  his  fellow  creatures* 

Caroline  has  not  either  been  unemployed 
for  fhe  has  paid  conftant  vifits  to  the  wives 
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of  thefe  brave  men,  my  fellow  foldiers,  and 
brothers,  and  has  inftrucled  diem  in  various 
and  ufeful  employments,  which  muft  tend 
not  a  little  to  promote  their  comfort. 

Such,  you  fee,  is  my  profpecl  of  happi- 
nefs  after  a  tempeftuous  and  dangerous 
conflict  that  was  fo  near  deftroying  my  hap- 
pinefs  forever;  and  which  I  have  the  greater 
pleafure  of  repeating  as  it  is  a  tribute  I  owe 
to  your  unparalleled  worth  and  philan- 
throphy. 

You  are  too  well  convinced,  I  am  certain^ 
of  the  advantages  this  fort  of  fyftem  will 
produce,  to  make  it  necefTary  for  me  to  be 
elaborate  upon  the  fubject. : — but  if  you  will 
forgive  me,  I  mail  obferve  that  while  the 
embellifhment  of  manners,  and  the  fcience 
of  politics,  have  been  engroffed  by  the  high- 
er orders  of  fociety,  the  bulk  of  mankind 
have  been  the  mere  machines  of  ftates ; — 
and  they  have  acled  with  a  blind  zeal  for 

the 
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the  promotion  of  the  objects  of  tyrants, 
which  has  often  defolated  empires,  while 
the  once  laughing  vineyardshave  been  chan- 
ged into  fcenes  of  butchery  ;  and  the  honed 
and  induftrious  hufbandmen,  thofe  fuppor- 
ters  of  all  our  wealth  and  all  our  comfort, 
have  mourned  for  the  fad  havock  of  their 
cruel  depradations. 

The  intercourfe  of  men  and  nations  has 
tended,  not  a  little,  to  accelerate  the  ad- 
vancement of  civilization,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced the  only  caufe  why  philanthrophy  is 
fo  uncommon  a  virtue,  is  owing  to  the  want 
of  u  juft  knowledge  of  the  human  heart. 

Small  focieties  of  this  kind  eftablifhed 
throughout  a  great  community  would  help 
to  foften  the  manners  of  the  vulgar,  cor- 
rect their  idle  and  vicious  habits — extend 
their  knowledge— ameliorate  their  judge- 
ment— and  afford  an  opportunity  to  every 
genius  or  man  of  fenie  of  becoming  ufeful 

to 
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to  his  country,  who  often  lie  obfcured,  un~ 
cultivated,  unknown,  and  their  talents  un- 
appropriated while  the  Rate  has  differed: 
and  at  the  time  tyrants  would  be  effectu- 
ally prevented  from  trampling  upon  the 
laws  of  reafon  and  humanity. 

Our  fociety,  as  one,  beg  leave  to  exprefs 
to  you,  that  they  fincerely  wifh  for  your 
happinefs,  and  to  affure  you  they  anxioufly 
wifh  for  your  return.  Caroline  has  the 
ambition  to  afpire  at  a  pre-eminence  ia 
your  efteem. 

Do  not  omit  to  mention  us  affectionately 
to  Mrs.  F ,  and  inform  her,  that  Ca- 
roline will  write  to  her,  as  foon  as  we  are 
fettled,  which  will  be  in  the  diftricl  I  have 
mentioned. 

God  blefs  you  my  friend.     Adieu ! 

J.  Arl — TON, 

LET- 
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LETTER  LXI'X. 

Mr.  II ray>  to  Capt.  Arl — ton. 

London,  April. 

My  Dear  James, 

SUCH  have  been  the  advantages 
of  liberty  in  this  country,  while  all  the  reft 
of  the  world,  for  I  will  leave  America  out 
of  the  queftion,  has  been  fettered  and 
groaning  under  the  moft  diabolical  tyranny, 
that  the  extent  and  variety  of  its  com- 
merce, has  tended  to  produce  an  increafe 
of 'wealth,  that  is  truly  wonderful. 

Every  fpecies  of  luxury  has  followed, 
and  in  the  fumptuous  banquets  of  the 
times,  the  flow  of  fentiment  and  the  zeft  of 

reafona 
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reafon>  have  been  fucceeded  by  Tallies  of 
falfe  wit,  and  die  harmonious  founds  of 
foft  mufic.  Effeminacy  has  triumphed, 
and  while  the  fofa  has  been  the  pleafurable 
feat  of  the  lover,  the  toilet  has  been  the 
place  where  his  rnanlinefs  was  difplayed. 

Nature  has  its  bounds,  and  vigour  is  the 
concomitant  of  temperance,  and  exercife, 
and  the  charms  of  fine  women  can  only  be 
relifhed  by  men  who  have  not  been  ener- 
vated by  luxury  and  debauchery ;  and  thus 
it  has  happened  in  every  populous  and 
wealthy  city  in  the  world,  that  the  molt 
lovely  women  have  been  neglecled  by  men, 
whofe  impotence  was  as  difgufting,  as  their 
caprices  were  unbounded. 

The  novelty  to  me,  exhibited  every  day 
upon  the  great  theatre  of  the  world,  was  at 
firft  matter  of  furprize  and  aftonifhment  : 
for  although  I  had  not  been  inattentive  to 
the  opinions  of  authors  and  travellers,  ftill 

I  had 
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I  had  only  an  idea  in  theory  of  what  was 
called  fafhionable  life  ;  and  nothing  fhort 
of  mingling  with  the  world,  ever  could 
have  given  me  an  adequate  idea  of  its  de- 
pravity. 

The  fyflem  of  governments  by  fecuring 
their  own  aggrandizement  have  extended 
a  fpirit  of  venality  through  every  fibre  of 
their  organization,  while  the  finews  of  their 
conftituent  powers,  have  loft  their  vigour 
and  elafticity ;  fo  that  the  means  of  fup- 
porting  fplendour  in  private  life,  has  be- 
come to  the  generality  of  the  citizens  of 
the  great  world,  of  more  importance  than 
the  reputation  for  virtue  and  integrity. 

The  proftitution  of  principle  has  not 
been  limited  to  political  fentiments ;  but  it 
has  extended  to  the  mofl  tender  and  facred 
pf  all  the  ties  of  a  gentleman. 


It 
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It  has  poifoned  the  fource  of  delicacy 
and  fentiment,  and  Tapped  every  principle 
of  honour,  at  the  very  moment  it  was  offer- 
ing an  indignity  to  human  nature,  too  grofs 
and  flagrant,  not  to  difgrace  the  molt  con- 
temptible reptile,  that  ever  crawled  upon 
the  earth. 

The  embraces  of  elegant  women  have 
been  bartered  for,  and  places  of  trujl  and 
emolument,  have  been  heaped  upon 
wretches^  who  have  merited  the  diftinctioa 
of  fingers. 

Yes !  my  dear  Arl — ton  my  indignation 
has  been  roufed  at  a  circumftance,  that 
muft  chill  every  drop  of  blood  in  your 
veins  when  I  have  related  it,  and  I  am 
afraid  will  harrow  up  the  very  foul  of  Ca- 
roline. But  while  tendernefs  would  filence 
me,  I  am  actuated  by  confederations  of  hu- 
manity. 

The 
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The    delicate    manner    in    which    Mrs. 

F communicated   to    Caroline,    from 

time  to  time,  as  you  informed  me,  her  re- 
flections upon  the  turn  of  mind  and  difpo- 

fition  of  Mr.  F ,  reflects   the  higheft 

honour  upon  her  prudence  and  difcretion  ; 
but  it  can  afford  you  no  idea  of  her 
mifery. 

F 's  neglect  has  not  been  the  only 

caufe  of  her  chagrin;  for  fhe  has  for  a 
length  of  time,  vifibly  feen,  that  he  was 
precipitating  his  own  ruin  while  fhe  had 
not  the  power  to  retard  it. 

The  habits  of  his  life  had  compleatly 
difqualified  him  for  domeftic  pleafures,  and 
while  his  vanity  was  gratified  in  the  eclat  of 

Mrs.  F 's  beauty  and  accomplimments, 

he  was  indulging  himfeif  in  every  extrava- 
gance, until  his  finances  became  fo  derang- 
ed, that  his  credit  at  the  gaming  clubs,  he 
frequented,   was    doubted.     However   he 

ftiH 
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dill  flattered  himfelf,  that  he  had  a  refource 
In  the  charms  of  Mrs.  F ,  equal  to  re- 
deem his  ruined  fortune,  and  give  him  per- 
manent refpeclability ;  and  as  he  had  no  be- 
lief there  could  be  any  dishonour  in  the 
propofal  he  meant  to  make,  particularly  as 
he  had  the  example  of  many  honourable 
gentlemen,  he  did  not  hefitate  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  overture  made  him,  by  a  no- 
bleman in  power,  (who  had  only  to  charge 
caih  expended  in    that  way   to  fecret  fer- 

vice,)  to  propofe  to  Mrs.  F the  prof- 

titution  of  her  perfon* 

You  have  only  to  know  my  friend,  that 
the  mind  of  Caroline  is  the  exact  proto- 
type of  Mrs.  F 's,  to  be  able  to  judge 

of  the  horror  and  indignation  with  which 
flie  received  a  proportion  fo  ignomi- 
nious. 

Let  me  befeech  you,  James,  to  ufe  your 

influence  with  Caroline,  and  Mr,  P , 

to 
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to  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  Mrs.   F 


to  join  them,  as  I  am  afraid,  it  is  the  only- 
chance  (he  has,  of  ever  becoming  happy ; 
for    independent    of    the    mortal    wound 

F has  given  to  her  regard  for  him, 

flie  pines  from  being  feparated  from  her 
filler. 

I  have  given  my  fentiments  upon  the 
fubjecl:  to  Sir  Thomas  Mor — ly,  who  is  a 
worthy  and  intelligible  man,  and  an  orna- 
ment to  human  nature ;  but  he  fays  u  it  is 

impoflible  for  Mrs.  F ,  to  be  feparated 

from  the  bed  of  her  hufband,  without 
bringing  an  action  in  Doctors  Commons, 
and  as  (he  has  not  the  power  of  fubftan- 
tiating  any  charge  againft  him,  it  would  be 
highly  inconfiderate,  to  attempt  to  fue  for 
a  feparate  maintenance." 

I  replied,  that  was  not  the  object,  for 
neither  would  the  difpolition  of  Caro- 
line,  or    Mr.    P ,  ever  permit    her 

to 
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to  want,  while  they  were  abundantly  rich  • 
and  indeed,  he  muft  recollect,  that  Mr. 
P meant  to  fettle  part  of  his  eftate  up- 
on the  heirs  of  Mrs.  F ;  and   though 

it  was  not  very  likely,  (he  would  ever  have 

any  by   Mr.  F — ,  ftill  it  was  reafouable 

to  believe,  as   Mr.  P was  a  rational 

and  conuderate  man,  that  he   would  give 

Mrs.  F ,  fo  much  of  his  property,  as 

he  intended  to  fettle  upon  her  children 
during  her  life,  fubjecl:  to  reverfion.     But 

if    Mrs.   F could    be   compleatly 

feparated,  fhe  would  then  be  at  liberty  to 
marry  again;  ancj  certainly  it  was  a  cruel 
circumftance,  that  the  pleafures  of  her  life 
muft  be  facrificed,  becaufe  me  had  been  im- 
pofed  upon  by  a  man,  who  moil  likely  the 
habits  of  life  had  rendered  impotent ;  par- 
ticularly, as,  after  the  flagrant  indignity  he 
had  offered  to  her  fentiments  and  honour, 
it  would  be  impoflible  for  her  ever  to  be 
connected  with  him  again. 


Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  acknowledged  that  it  was  a 

cruel  fituation  for  Mrs.  F to  be  in, 

but  faid  it  was  impoffible  to  alter  the  laws 
refpe&ing  matrimony  without  the  utmofl 
danger  to  the  good  order  of  fociety;  and 

as   they  now  exifted,  Mrs.   F could 

not  be  intitled  to  a  bill  of  divorce,  without 
Hie  could  either  prove  Mr.  F 's  impo- 
tence or  infidelity. 

<f  Great  God!"  faid  I,  "  Sir  Thomas, 
"  how  can  you  or  law-makers  believe,  that 
<c  a  modeft  woman  would  ever  attempt  to 
<c  prove  the  debility  of  her  hufband?  or 
c<  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  how  it  is  pof- 
«  fible — for  abfolute  impotence  and  de- 
"  bilitation  are  too  diftincl:  things,  but  equal- 
«*  ly  mortifying  to  women  of  fenfibility ; 
u  and  certainly  nothing  can  be  more  far- 
<(  cical  than  to  attempt  to  prove  the  in- 
"  continency  of  any  man  in  fuch  a  place 
"  as  London,  provided  he  wifhes  to  avoid 

vol.  in.  h  "  deteftion," 
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"  detection.' '     Sir  Thomas  made  no  re- 
ply, but  fhook  his  head. 

Such  are  the  laws  and  influence  of  cuf- 
toms  in  a  country  celebrated  for  wifdom 
and  virtue,  that  from  the  almoft  impofnbi- 
lity  of  married  perfons  being  repudiated,  the 
practices  of  gallantry  have  totally  deftroy- 
ed  conjugal  love,  and  the  evils  government 
intended  to  have  prevented,  have  been  ex- 
tended to  a  moil  lamentable  pitch  of  licen- 
tioufnefs. 

I  have  a  pleafure  my  friend,  in  in* 
forming  you,  in  confequence  of  the  requeft 

of  that  good  man  Mr.  P ,    George  has 

been  liberated  from  his  confinement,  and 
appears  perfectly  fenfible  of  the  abfurdities 
which  have  marked  the  conduct,  of  his  life, 
and  fo  often  difgraced  his  character  and 
iubjected  himtomifery  and  contempt:  and 
I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  figns  of  com- 
punction 
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punction  which  he  difcovers,  that  his  re- 
pentance will  be  lafting  and  fincere. 

It  has  been  faid  by  a  patriot  in  the  Bri- 
tifh  fenate  that,  "  there  is  a  degree  of 
"  wickednefs  which  no  reproof  or  argument 
cc  can  reclaim,  as  there  is  a  degree  of  ftupi- 
<c  dity  which  no  inftru&ion  can  enlighten !" 
But  you  mull  recollect,  this  was  applied 
to  the  moll  incorrigible  and  corrupt  mi- 
nifter  that  ever  difgraced  the  government 
of  England.  For  certainly  if  a  man  is  not 
(lupidly  wicked  after  he  has  fuffered 
every  difgrace  and  hardfhip,  which  his 
follies  merited,  he  muft  endeavour  to 
regain  the  confidence  and  efteem  of  men 
by  a  generous  acknowledgement  of  his 
former  errors,  and  a  noble  ambition  to 
acquire  applaufe. 

Sir  Thomas  Mor ly  defires  I  will  ex- 

prefs  to  Mr.  P ,  Caroline,  and  your 

felf,  how  very  much  he  is  intereiled  in  your 
h  2  happinefs, 
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happinefs,  and  that  he  will  write  to  Mr. 

P as  early  as  he  can  adjuft  the  bufinefs 

he  has  done  him  the  honour  to  inftruS  to 
his  care. 

Inclofed  you  have  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
F to  Caroline. 

Farewell, 

G.  Il RAY, 


LET. 
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LETTER  LXIX. 


Mrs.  F ,  to  Caroline. 


London,  April. 

I  Do  not  know,  my  dear  Caro- 
line, how  to  addrefs  you,  as  you  only 
informed  me  of  your  perfect  happinefs> 
without  faying  by  what  date  your  expe&ed 
union  with  Capt.  Arl — ton  would  take 
place;  and  it  is  only  from  the  information 
I  received  from  Mr.  II — ray,  that  has  con- 
vinced me  it  muft  have  happened  fome  time 
fmce;  for  I  cannot  draw  a  fyllable  from 
Mary  upon  the  fubje6t. 

O  Caroline !  how   did   I   tremble  when 

Mr.  II — ray  related   to  me  the  particular 

h  3  and 
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and  horrid  circumftances  of  your  captivity 
with  the  lavages,  and  the  more  wicked  one 
of  the  note?  but  the  tranfition  of  my  feelings 
cannot  be  defcribed  as  he  proceeded  in  the 
narrative  of  your  fortunate  efcape  from 
barbarian  flavery,  and  eternal  melancholy 
and  forrow,  which  mull  -ha^e  proved  to  a 
heart  like  yours,  more  gloomy  than  tedious 
winter  in  the  arclic  regions  to  the  diitreffed 
and  benighted  fhip-wrecked  crew,  who, 
when  furrounded  by  chaotic  froft,  often 
languifh  unheard,  and  perifh  unknown  to 
the  world,  and  to  their  friends ;  and  the  tale 
of  whofe  fufferings  are  buried  with  them- 
felves,  while  the  fond  maid  has  beheld  a 
blank  in  the  creation,  and  the  flar  that 
cheered  her  young  imagination,  and  pointed 
to  the  haven  of  her  wifhes,  has  fat,  never 
to  rife  again. 

I  have  experienced  from  your  affe&io* 
nate  recollection  of  my  fituation  at  a  mo- 
ment fo  important  to   yourfelf,  the  moft 

unbounded 
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unbounded  happinefs  that  the  feelings  of 
fifterly  love  can  produce  ; — and  it  has  been 
no  fmall  confolation  to  me  to  hear  from 
Mr.  II — ray  a  relation  of  things  in  which 
you  are  concerned. 

I  have  not  the  power  to  exprefs  to  you 
the  horror  and  difguft  I  have  experienced 

at  the  late  conduct,  of  Mr.  F ;  and 

as  I  have  found  in  Mr.  II — ray  that  warm 
benevolence,  and  delicate  fenie  of  dignity 
and  honour  which  is  charact-eriftic  of  a  man 
of  principle,  I  have  not  hefitated  to  com- 
municate to  him  the  circumftances,  as  I 
found  my  exiftence,  as  a  woman,  depended 
upon  my  finding  a  refuge  againft  brutality ^ 
and  I  knew  not  where  elfe  to  feek  for  it. 

He  has  written  to  Capt.  Arl — ton  upon 
the  fubject.  in  order  that  he  may  advife  with 
you  and  our  friendly  guardian  and  uncle, 
whole  fentirnents  and  generofity  can  never 
be  fufficiently  admired,  in  what  way  it  is 
h  4  pomble 
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poilible  for  me  to  become  extricated  from 
a  fituation  the  mod  miferable  into  which  a 
woman  of  any  feeling  can  be  placed  : — and 
I  hope,  my  dear  filler,  that  you  will  inform 
me,  as  early  as  poilible,  of  the  refult  of  the 
conference  j  for  I  allure  you  that  my  fitu- 
ation is  too  painful  to  be  endured;  for 
while  I  have  been  conftrained  to  leave  the 
bed  of  a  man  who  appears  to  me  in  the 
light  of  a  monfter,  I  am  continually  receiv- 
ing inful ts  as  grofs  as  they  are  unmanly. 

Exprefs  to  my  dear  uncle  the  exalted 
fenfe  I  entertain  of  his  worth,  and  promife 
him  that  my  gratitude  for  his  generous 
treatment  of  our  family,  and  particularly 
his  conduct  towards  George,  will  be  as 
lading  as  it  is  warm. 

Mr.  II — ray  has  this  moment  acquainted 
me  with  his  having  written  to  Capt.  Arl- 
■ — ton  reflecting  our  brother — I  hope, 
Caroline,  he  will  continue  to  conduB  him- 

felf 
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felf  as  he  has  begun  fince  his  emancipation 
— for  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  he 
appears  quite  an  altered  man.      Farewell. 

I    am  your   affectionate,    but    unhappy 
Sifter, 

Eliza.  


« 5  l&Su 
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LETTER  LXX. 


Mrs,  Arl—ton^  to  Mrs.  F . 

Bellefont,  June. 

I  Had  fcarcely  hurried  over  your 
laft  favour,  when  I  flew  with  the  greateft 
avidity  to  my  dear  Arl — ton  to  know  the 

particulars  of  Mr.    F 's  behaviour  to 

you,  and  was  petrified  with  the  mocking 
and  degrading  injuftice  offered  to  your 
honour. 

Not  a  moment  was  loft  in  fummonfing 
our  bed  friend,  to  know  what  could  be  done 
in   order   to   refcue  you  from  infult  and 

wretchednefs never  did  he  appear  to 

greater  advantage— his  whole    faculties 

for 
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for  a  moment  feemed  to  have  loft  their 
energy;  but  the  next  inftant,  they  burft 
forth  into  a  blaze  of  manly  eloquence* 
which  defied  all  refiftance. 

"  What,  faid  he,  "  fhall  an  unfeeling 
u  wretch,  whofe  exceffes  in  the  fchool  of 
<f  corruption,  where  the  proftitution  of 
<c  principle  and  the  feelings  loofe  their  ele- 
"  gant  elafticity,  and  which  have  deftroyed 
"  in  him,  every  manly  fentiment,  be  fuf- 
"  fered,  after  having  offered  the  moft 
<c  atrocious  infult  that  can  be  ufed  to  a 
w  delicate  woman,  be  permitted  to  conti- 
"  nue  to  treat  her  with  the  moft  aggravat- 
"  ing  contumely  and  petulance?  fhall  it  be 
"  faid  in  a  civilized  world,  beauty  and 
"  virtue  have  received  every  indignity 
"  which  the  mofl  depraved  can  imagine, 
c<  and  the  mofl  callous  and  abandoned  can 
"  inflicl;,  and  that  they  cannot  find  a  friend 
w  fufficiently  rational,  and  with  fpirit 
h  6  "  enough 
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iC  enough,  to  protect  them  againft  a  tyran- 
*€  ny  more  odious  than  ever  was  pra6lifed 
«  by  the  moft  contemptible  defpot  that 
c<  every  tyrannized  over  a  nation?  and  will 
<c  it  ever  be  believed  by  pofterity,  that  in 
n  a  country  renowned  for  gallantry  and 
"  honour,  and  which  has  given  the  moft 
<f  glorious  proofs  of  its  attachment  to 
u  freedom,  and  who  have  fet  an  example 
"  to  all  the  world,  of  the  advantages  which 
"  its  flruggles  produce,  that  they  mould 
u  have  been  infenfible  fpeftators  of  the 
if  moft  inhuman  and  nefarious  oppreffion 
™  that  ever  difgraced  the  annals  of  huma- 
"  nity?  Ah!  Caroline,  I  blufh  for  the 
"  degeneracy  of  my  countrymen,  and 
"  while  I  am  confounded  at  the,  thoughts 
<(  of  the  loweft  pitch  of  infamy  to  which 
"  a  being,  for  he  cannot  be  a  man,  can  de- 
"  fcend,  I  weep  for  the  fufferings  of  the 
u  unfortunate  fair,  who  have  not  friends  to 

"  chaftife 
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cc  chaftife  the  cozuards  who  thus  infult  them 
u  with  impunity. 

Here  he  paufed,  and  as  he  held  me  by 
one  hand,  and  Arl — ton  with  his  other, 
"  My  children  !  my  life!"  faid  he,  cc  has 
"  been  a  feries  of  perils  and  misfortunes ; 
(<  I  have  learned  in  its  viciffitudes,  how  to 
"  appriciate  its  bleflings,  and  I  know  how 
f(  to  fympathize  with  the  afflicted  ;  but  I 
<f  mould  deem  myfelf  unworthy  of  being 
c*  called  a  man,  was  my  benevolence  confin- 
"  ed  to  the  effufions  of  my  fenfibility  ;  my 
"  age  and  infirmities  prevent  me  from  be- 
"  jng  aclive,  and  you  my  children,  have 
"  become  fo  dear  to  me,  that  if  any  acci- 
(c  dent  mould  happen  to  you  in  my  abfence, 
Cf  I  never  could  again  refume  my  fpirits ;  but 
"  if  you  will  accompany  me,  I  will  return 
(<  immediately  to  England,  and  relieve  my 
"  dear  and  virtuous  niece  from  all  future 
u  uneafinefs,  and  we  will  bring  her  with 
"  us  to  this  country,  where  love  and  joy 

«  fhall 
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<c  fhall  compenfate  her  for  pad  fufferings ; 
<f  and  forthe  lofs  of  the  meritricious  and 
<{  unfubftantial  pleafures  of  a  court.  It  witf 
<f  be  but  a  fummer's  excurfion,  and  our 
<c  felicity  will  then  remain  unruffled,  for  all 
<f  our  friends  will  be  concentered. " 

Arl — ton  and  myfelf  flood  for  fome  mo- 
ments fo  charmed  with  the  energy  of  his 
heroick  mind,  that  we  could  make  no  re- 
ply until  he  alked  our  approbation  of 
his  intention. 

"  It  was  with  the  moil  painful  anxiety 
c<  that  I  read  my  friend's  letter/'repliedArl- 
u  — ton,  which  confirmed  Caroline's  fufpi- 

"  cions  of  Mrs.  F 's  wretchednefs ,  but 

<*  it  remained  for  me  to   underftand  a  con 

cc  du6t  fo  unnatural  as  that  of  Mr.  F 's 

"  to  experience  the  full  force  of  that  difguft, 
c<  which  a  treatment,  to  me,  fo  unprece- 
"  dented  and  depraved,  could  not  fail  to 

«  effed; 
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u  efFe6l ;  and  if  you  will  permit  me,  I  will 
"  allure  you,  that  the  intereft  I  have  taken 
cc  in  the  relief  of  a  perfon  whom  I  con- 
"  fider  as  a  filler,  can  only  be  exceeded 
<c  by  your  generofity  and  benevolence* 
"  and  the  merits  of  a  being  fo  amiable  and 
cc  lovely  as  a  woman,  whofe  mind,  my 
"  friend  informs  me,  is  the  exacl:  image  o* 
"  the  heart  of  the  mod  charming  and  de- 
"  lightful  of  her  fex  : — But  it  wanted  not 
"  this  information  to  have  given  me  the 
u  mod  lively  concern  for  the  welfare  and 
"  happinefs  of  a  friend  and  filter,  whom 
"  Caroline  tenderly  loves.  However,  with 
"  every  deference  to  your  judgment,  I  beg 
"  leave  to  fubmit  my  opinion  to  your  con- 
"  fideration,  refpecling  the  propriety  of 
"  your  undertaking  a  journey  of  fuch  ex- 
<c  tent  at  your  time  of  life  ;  when  it  is  ne- 
"  ceffary  to  take  all  poffible  repofe,  in  or- 
<c  der  to  prolong  that  exiflence,  which  is 
u  invaluable  to  your   friends,    who  have 

"  barely 
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"  barely  had  time-  fufhcient,  in  their  fhort 
<*  knowledge  of  your  talents  and  virtues, 
((  to  know  your  lofs  would  be  irrepar- 
"  able  :  And  therefore  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
cc  commend,  that  Mrs.  F— —  may  be  im- 
«  mediately  written  to,  and  requeued  to 
"  put  herfelf  under  the  protection  of  our 
u  friend  II — rav,  who  I  know  to  be  a  man 
"  of  the  ftrifteft  honour,  and  as  bountiful 
"  as  he  is  friendly." 


Arl — ton  was  going  to  proceed  when  our 
dear  uncle  flopped  him  by  faying: — "  My 
(<  dear  friend,  I  beg  your  pardon,  and  Mr. 

"  II ray's,    for  not    recollecting  at  the 

"  moment  I  was  making  my  proportion, 
"  that  our  friend  was  in  England : — but  as 
«c  I  have  the  higheft  reverence  and  efteem 
"  for  him,  fo  I  have  the  fullefl  reliance 
f<  upon  his  kindnefs,  and  do  mod  readily 
w  confent  to  the  adoption   of  your  opi- 


So 
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So  it  has  happened,  my  dear  Eliza,  that 
circumftances,  the  mod  ftrange  and  inhu- 
man, have  confpired  to  produce  us  a  mod 
certain  profpeQ;  of  ftill  living  together. 

It  is  this  certainty  alone,  that  could  give 
relief  to  the  grief  I  experienced  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  mocking  treatment  you 

received   from  Mr.    F ;  and  I    hope 

you  will  find  a  full  recompence  in  our 
love,  and  in  the  innocent  charms  of  this 
wild  country,  for  the  loffes  you  muft  fuf- 
tain  in  leaving  the  European  world. 

If  perfuafion  was  neceffary  to  prevail 
upon  you,  to  take  this  ftep,  I  would  go 
fully  into  a  defcription  of  its  various  beau- 
ties and  amufements,  but  as  I  know  it  is 
not,  I  mall  only  touch  upon  the  fubjecl:, 
fo  far  as  to  give  you  fome  idea  of  our  fitu- 
ation^  and  the  manner  in   which  we  live, 

and 
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and   pafs    our  time,  fince    we  have  been 
fettled. 


The  Ohio  has  been  celebrated  by 
geographers  for  its  beauty,  and  its  coun- 
try for  fertility,  but  this  delightful  fpot  has 
a  combination  of  charms,  that  renders  it 
altogether  enchanting. 

Capt.  Arl — ton  has  purchafed  a  tract,  of 
country,  fixteen  miles  fquare,  adjoining  to 
the  rapids,  which  form  a  ftupendous  ca- 
taract. 

This  tract,  is  bounded  by  the  Ohio  to 
the  weft ;  and  here  the  expanfive  river  dif- 
plays  in  varied  pride  the  tranfparent  fheet, 
that  gufhing,  moots  impetuous  over  its 
rocky  bed  ;  which,  as  if  in  a  rebellious 
hour  had  rifen  to  oppofe  its  genial  cur- 
rent, prefents  a  huge,  but  divided  barrier; 
and  while  nature  feems  to  fcorn  its  feeble 

power  j 
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power,  the  repercuflive  thunder  proclaims 
her  triumph,  and  the  ethereal  hills  on  the 
adjacent  more  give  luftre  to  the  riling 
moifture,  which  creeping  through  the  vif- 
tas  of  the  groves,  the  country  round,  high 
illumined,  in  blufhing  charms  its  fweets 
diffufe,  and  nature  fhines  effulgent  to  the 
joyous  fight. 

The  winding  river  here  prefents  itfelf 
in  two  directions,  and  on  either  hand  the 
eye  dwells  with  peculiar  delight  upon  its 
fair  bofom ;  and  while  the  whifpering 
breezes  curl  its  limpid  waters,  the  azure 
veins  feem  to  fwell,  as  if  they  were  enrap- 
tured with  the  foft  dalliance  of  their  fra- 
grant fweets. 

A  fmall  ifland  lies  in  the  center  of  the 
river  immediately  in  our  front,  in  the  fhape 
of  a  diamond,  overfpread  with  fycamore 
and  acar  faccharinum,  or  fugar  tree,  and 

with 
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with  their  umbrageous  branches,  which  im- 
pend over  the  river  banks,  give  a  deeper  hue 
to  the  palling  waters. 

The  country  gently  rifes  from  the  banks 
of  the  river,  for  nearly  fix  furlongs,  and 
prefents  a  ridge,  that  runs  parallel  with  it 
for  feveral  leagues ;  which  elevated  prof- 
peel  affords  the  expanded  beauties  of  the 
country  a  long  diftance  back,  and  at  this 
genial  feafon,  the  earth,  where  Pomona 
reigns,  yields  bounteous  plenty  to  all,  and 
every  being  fhares  the  golden  ftores  that 
gild  the  variegated  plains. 

The  country  on  the  oppofite  more,  over 
hung  with  woods,  is  not  lefs  rich  in  varie« 
tv  ;  but  as  it  remains  yet  uninhabited,  we 
have  the  charms  of  cultivation  contrafted 
by  the  beauties  of  wildnefs. 

This  body  of  land,  Arl — ton  has  par- 
celled out  into  a  number  of  lots,  which  are 

in 
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in  part  fettled,  and  the  remainder  are  fet- 
tling, he  having  referved  fix  for  himfelf 
and  thofe  friends  who  may  in  future  wife  to 
join  us. 

Nearly  in  the  center  of  one  of  thefe 
lots,  is  a  fountain,  I  have  called  Belief ont, 
from  whence  the  name  of  our  feat  is 
taken. 

It  is  in  every  refpecl:  entitled  to  the  dif- 
tinclion  ;  for  nothing  of  the  fort  can  pof- 
fibly  be  more  beautiful.  It  gufhes  from  a 
rock ;  and  when  its  different  pliant  rills 
have  joined  at  its  bafe,  they  form  an  oval 
bafon,  about  three  hundred  feet  diameter, 
which  float  over  a  bed  of  chryftals,  that 
eradiates  its  furface,  and  gives  to  it  a  po- 
lifh  more  tranfparent  than  a  mirror  of 
glafs. 

The 
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The  water  deals  off  in  feveral  directions, 
and  in  their  meandering  courfe  moiftens 
the  flowery  banks,  which,  as  if  to  return 
the  loan,  fpread  their  blooming  Tweets  on 
every  fide,  and  the  foft  gales  gather  their 
odours  as  they  pafs ;  and  while  they  per- 
fume the  ambient  air,  the  wanton  hours 
dancing  to  the  gentle  harmony  of  fweet 
founds,  which  the  feathered  fongfters  war- 
ble in  modulated  ftrains,  love  feems  to  have 
gained  abfolute  and  unbounded  empire, 
and  here  in  the  couch  of  elegance  and  de- 
fire,  to  dally  in  all  the  charms  of  its  va- 
rious joys  ;  to  fay  with  the  poet, 

li  And  young  eyed  health  exalts, 


<{  The  whole  creation  round. 

Arl — ton's  mornings  are  occupied  in 
laying  out  his  grounds,  and  planting  the  fe- 
veral fruits,  and  other  things  neceffary  to 
the  comfort  and  pleafure  of  living.  He 
not  only  attends  to  this   bufmefs,  but  he 

does 
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does  great  part  of  it  with  his  own  hands, 
which  gives  him  that  exercife  fo  neceffary 
to  invigorate  the  conftitution,  and  to  give 
zeft  to  the  hours  of  relaxation.  And  when 
he  returns,  which  is  generally  at  eleven 
o'clock,  he  takes  fome  refreshment,  and 
then  devotes  the  remainder  of  the  day  to 
different  employments;  and  after  dinner, 
which  is  between  five  and  fix,  we  walk  in- 
to the  fugar  groves,  wherein  the  gaiety  and 
feflivity  of  our  neighbours,  who  dancing 
to  the  rude  mufic  of  the  country  feem  to 
have  forgotten  all  their  troubles,  we  pafs 
a  few  hours  perfectly  congenial  to  my  fen- 
timents  of  happinefs. 

Andrew,  a  faithful  fervant  and  friend  of 
Arl — ton's,  and  the  mountaineer  to  whom 
I  am  equally  obliged  for  his  care  of  me 
the  day  I  was  refcued  from  the  Indians,  are 
generally  the  promoters  of  thefe  pleafing 
entertainments :  for  moft  of  the  fettlers  are 

old 
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old  foldiers,  that  ferved  under  Arl — ton, 
and  whom  he  regards  as  his  beft  friends> 
and  the  comrades  of  Andrew. 

Their  happinefs  adds  not  a  little  to  ours, 
and  our  uncle  feems  delighted  with  our 
plan  of  life;  for  he  appears  to  take  pecu- 
liar fatisfaclion  in  teaching  them  appropri- 
ate knowledge ;  and  it  is  thus  he  fays,  my 
dear  filler,  the  benefits  of  fociety  may  be 
extended  equally  to  every  defcription  of 
men. 

Thefe  are  not  our  only  pleafures,  for 
we  have  a  great  number  of  neighbours,  in- 
dependent of  our  felect.  fociety,  who  are 
fenfible  and  intelligent,  and  poffefs  all  the 
focial  virtues  in  an  eminent  degree ;  fo  that 
our  amufements  have  all  the  variety  that  a 
rational  being  can  wifh.  Indeed  we  feldom 
dine  alone,  or  at  home ;  for  fuch  is  the  hof- 
pitality   of   the   country,  and   the   plenty 

which 


THE    EMIGRANTS,  l£g 

which  every  where  prevails,  that   there  is 
no  fuch  thing  as  want. 

To  a  mind  formed  like  yours,  replete 
with  fentiment,  it  is  impoffible  for  it  net 
to  experience  in  this  way  of  living,  every 
degree  of  felicity  it  could  wifli. 

And  it  is  one  of  the  mod  lingular  plea- 
sures of  my  life,  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
accompany  my  wifhes  with  afTurances,  that 
your  happinefs  mud  be  compleat,  when  you 
ihall  have  joined  us.  We  all  mall  embrace 
you  with  one  heart,  and  will  love  you  with 
one  foul ;  and  you  will  be  protected  by  the 
fame  generous  hand  from  infuk,  and  that 
tyranny  which  the  caprices  of  men  in  the 
European  hemifphere  inflicl  upon  unpro- 
tected women. 

God  blefs  you  my  dear  and  fond  Eliza, 

Put  yourfelf  under  the  protection  of  Mr. 

vol.  in.  i  II — ray, 
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II — ray,  and  fly  immediately  from  bondage 
to  a  land  of  freedom  and  love ;  and  here 
in  the  bofom  of  peaceful  affection,  let  the 
effufions  of  our  hearts  drown  in  oblivion 
the  recollection  of  former  diftreffes.  Fly 
upon  the  pinions  of  the  wind,  for  your  un- 
cle and  Arl — ton,  will  be  made  as  happy 
as  myfelf  to  receive  you ;  and  that  the 
gales  which  ruffle  the  ocean  that  now  fepa- 
rates  us,  may  prove  propitious  to  your 
paffage,  and  waft  you  fafe  to  its  weftern 
fhores,  mall    be  the    conftant  prayers  of, 

Your  affectionate 

Caroline. 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXX 

P.  P-.  Efq.  to  Sir  Tho.  Mor—ly,  Bart. 

Bellefont,  June 

My  dear  Sir, 

THE  laft  communications  from  our 
friends  in  London,  have  given  me  no  little 
uneafinefs,  as  they  have  afforded  me  ano- 
ther proof  of  the  many  miferies  refuiting 
from  the  crude  policy  of  the  European 
world. 

It  is  not  a  time  for  me  to  enter  into  a 
diflertation  of  thofe  evils,  nor  could  my 
troubling  you  upon  the  fubjecl,  be  rele- 
vant to  removing  them. 

i  2  That 
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That  you  are  fenfible  they  exifl,  and 
that  you  have  given  generous  and  manly 
proofs  of  your  abhorence  at  the  caufe,  I 
have  been  well  informed.  .  But  you  mud 
permit  me  to  fay,  I  am  apprehenfive,  that 
like  every  other  thing,  by  our  growing  fa- 
miliarized with  them,  they  in  fome  degree 
lofe  their  influence;  fo  it  has  happened  I 
prefume  with  your  opinions  upon  the  im- 
portant confideration  of  protecting  inno- 
cence againft  the  inhuman.  However  I 
will  not  difguife  my  fentiments  upon  the 
bufrnefs  to  which  I  allude. 

The    conducl    of    Mr.    F to    my 

niece,  has  not  only  been  difnonourable  and 
tyrannic,  but  it  has  been  brutal;  for  which 
reafon  I  have  defired  that  fhe  may  be  re- 
queued to  leave  him  without  ceremony,  and 
accompany  Mr.  II — ray  to  this  country, 
provided  it  is  agreeable  to  her;  and  if  not, 

I  dcfire 
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I  delire  that  you   will  give  her  a  fuitable 
eftablifhment  on  my  account. 

Give  me  leave  to  allure  you,  that  I  am 
with  every  fentiment  of  regard, 

Your  fincere  Friend, 

P.  P •♦ 


1  3  LET- 


174  THE    EMIGRANTS. 


LETTER  LXXI. 


Sir  T.  Mor—ley,  Bart,  to  P.  P ,  Efq. 

London,  Sept. 


My   Dear   S 


IK 


I  Have  had  the  pleafure  of  re- 
ceiving two  favours  from  you  fince  I  did 
myfelf  the  honour  to  inform  you  of  your 
'late  relation  having  adopted  you  his  heir: 
and  the  only  thing  I  lament  from  a  circum- 
ftance,  upon  the  events  of  which,  I  had 
flattered  myfelf  would  prove  fo  propitious 
to  my  happinefs,  as  well  as  to  yours,  is,  that  I 
cannot  have  an  opportunity  in  perfon,  to 
convince  you  how  very  fincerely  I  repro- 
bate the  caufe  of  your  misfortunes,  and 
how  much  at  heart  I  feel  the  evils  of  which 
you  fo  emphatically  complain. 

I  am 
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I  am  not  infenfible  of  the  honour  you 
do  me  by  approving  of  my  parliamentary 
conduct;  and  if  I  have  difcharged  the  truft 
rcpofed  in  me  with  fidelity,  and  fhewn  my 
attachment  to  the  caufe  of  integrity  and 
freedom,  I  claim  no  other  merit  than  hav- 
ing acted,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  feeble  abili- 
ties, for  the  good  of  mankind  in  every  part 
of  the  world. 

The  baneful  effects,  the  prodigality  of 
the  times,  and  which  is  the  refuit  of  the 
proponderance  of  fervility,  that  cringing  to 
the  power  of  the  crown,  which  has  three 
millions  of  money  annually  at  its  difpofal, 
is  every  day  marked  by  fome  unhappy  cir- 
cumftance,  or  difgraced  by  fome  wanton 
facrifice. 

I  have  not  been  an  infenfible  fpe8ator 
of  the  fufTerings  of  your  amiable  niece  Mrs. 

F .     But  to  the  habits  of  a  defolate 

1  4  life 
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life,  her  late  unfortunate  hufhand,  added 
that  afpiring  folly,  which  vainly  hopes  to 
mount  to  the  fummit  of  glory  by  the  flip— 
pery  ladder  of  princely  allurements. — 

He  feems  to  have  commenced  his  life 
with  error,  to  have  continued  it  with  fliame> 
and  to  have  ended  it  with  infamy. 

His  attempt  to  fully  the  chaftity  of  a 
virtuous  woman,  which  is  too  (hocking  tore- 
fleet  upon,  and  to  add  ignominy  to  facrilege, 
having  proved  abortive,  and  confequent 
poverty  having  brought  upon  him  the  con- 
tempt of  his  aflbciates  in  vice,  he  came  to 
a  refolution  to  die  as  cowardly  as  he  had 
lived;  and  by  putting  a  loaded  piftol  to  his 
head,  he  fell  a  viciim  to  thofe  enervating 
paflions,  which  firft  lead  to  the  practice  of 
folly,  and  then  prevent  the  exercife  of 
that  bravery  neceflary  to  combat  the  frowns 
of  adverfity  •  and  by  a  feeble  effort  of  un- 
manly 
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manly  refolution  he  had  the  prefumption  to 
aim  at  the  reputation  of  dying  like  a  hero> 
when  he  had  not  fpirit  to  live  like  a  man. 

Such,  my  friend,  is  the  depravity  of  the 
manners  of  which  you  fo  juftly  complain, 
that  men  who  are  ambitious  to  live  with 
fplendour  exceed  their  income,  and  when 
they  find  their  fortunes  ruined,  and  them- 
ielves  neglected,  which  is  always  the  cafe, 
they  have  recourfe  to  the  daftardly  practice 
of  putting  an  end  to  their  own  exiftence. 

Poor  Mrs.  F ■  was  fo  mocked  with 

a  feries   of  ablurdkies   and  the   atrocious 

actions  of  Mr.  F x  and  particularly 

at  this  laft,  which  happened  a  fhort  time 
before  your  letters  came  to  hand,  that  fhe 
determined  to  leave  England  without  delay 
and  join  your  fociety  in  the  weftern  world, 
where  I  hope  you  will  have  the  wifdom  to 
appropriate  ufeful  truths,  and  thereby  in- 
i  5  terdift 
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terdict  the  inconveniencies  which  the  ftate 
of  Europe  experience  from  evils,  that  have 
accumulated  under  the  immaturity  of  our 
eftablifhments. 

Mr.  II — ray,  who  added  to  the  warmeft 
benevolence  has  an  acute  underftand- 
ing,  and  almofl  infallible  penetration  and 
judgement,  has  taken  under  his  care,  agree- 
able to  your  wifh,  both  Mrs.  F and 

your  Nephew,  who  I  hope  will  continue  as 
he  has  begun,  to  merit  the  approbation  of 
his  friends. 

That  perfeciability  which  he  thinks  fociety 
may  arrive  at  in  the  progrefhon  of  civil- 
ization, is  the  only  thing  in  which  I  materi- 
ally dilagree  with  him  in  political  fenti- 
ments :  for  I  am  afraid  that  the  philofophers 
of  the  prefent  day,  by  aiming  at  too  much> 
will  produce  evils  equivalent  to  thofe  they 
have  laboured  to  remove. 

The 
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The  perverfenefs  of  fome  men,  have 
made  it  abfolutely  neceffary  that  govern- 
ment fhould  reftrain  their  licentious  habits* 
and  the  executive  part  of  a  conftitution 
mult  have  efficiency,  o^herwife  the  expected 
coercion  of  laws  will  lofe  their  effect.. 

When  we  talk  of  our  privileges  we 
fhould  mention  them  as  belonging  to  man 
in  a  (late  of  fociety,  fuch  as  he  is,  with  his 
paffions,  and  not  as  a  perfect  being:  and 
we  fhould  recollect,  what  part  of  them  it  is 
neceffary  to  furrender  for  the  greater  fecu- 
rity  of  the  remainder;  and  that  when  a 
government  preponderates  on  the  fide  of 
the  executive  branch  of  the  fyftem  or  on 
the  fide  of  the  people,  it  is  then  the  wifdom 
and  moderation  of  the  ftate  by  an  anaiyfis 
to  bring  it  back  to  its  original  principles; 
which  appears  to  me,  when  the  connituent 
parts  are  radically  good,  to  be  the  perfection 
of  political  fcience. 

i  6  The 
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The  laws  of  matrimony,  which  Mr. 
II — ray  reprobates,  as  they  fubjecl  women 
to  hardfhips,  certainly  are  defective;  and 
it  is  a  cruel  con fi deration,  that  when  a  wo- 
man of  feeling  has  been  impofed  upon  and 
infulted,  and  has  taken  refuge  in  the  tender 
Iblicitude  of  fomc  friend  or  lover,  and  in 
confequence  mail  be  fubjecl:  to  lofe  the 
very  fortune  file  may  have  carried  her  huf- 
band:  and  it  is  alfo  unfeeling  and  indeli- 
cate in  us  to  fuffer  them  in  the  eye  of  the 
laws  of  this  country,  to  be  confidered  in 
the  light  of  property,  and  not  as  beings  to 
whom  we  owe  every  thing,  and  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  every  felicity  worth 
enjoying.— 

But  it  is  at  the  fame  time  certain,  if  our 
laws,  in  fome  refpecls  regarding  this  fubje6t> 
have  the  complexion  of  barbarifm  and 
brutality,  that  m  women  in  Europe  enjoy 

fa 
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fo  many  privileges,  or  have  fo  much  con- 
fequence  in  the  common  affairs  of  life. 

The  practice  of  married  perfons  being 
repudiated  for  every  trifling  difagreement,. 
would  be  productive  of  endlefs  diftra&ions 
in  families,  and  which  I  apprehend  would 
prove  more  dangerous  to  the  harmony  of 
fociety  than  the  anarchy  of  political  fen- 
timents. 

I  am  aware  that  the  complication  of  laws 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ftates  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  many  inconveniences,  and  per- 
haps it  is  one  of  the  taxes  neceffarily 
impofed  by  the  refinement  of  manners. 
For  in  the  infancy  of  every  ftate  particular 
codes  and  inflitutions*  Sometimes  of  a  local 
nature,  mud  take  place,  and  which  doubt- 
lefs,  in  many  inftances,  will  be  deilitute  of 
wifdom. 


It 
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It  is  from  the  accumulation  of  laws  and 
multifarious  diftinctions  that  diftracl  the 
opinions  of  men,  and  produce  that  obfcu- 
rity  of  ideas  upon  the  fubjecl  of  jurifpru- 
dence  which  tends  to  bewilder  the  under- 
ftanding  of  the  moft  learned;  and  thus  it 
has  happened  in  common  affairs,  the  per- 
plexity of  laws,  and  the  expences  attending 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  which  both 
cuflom  and  the  practice  of  our  courts  have 
rendered  neceffary,  that  peaceable  and  in- 
duftrious  citizens  have  continually  been 
the  prey  of  the  licentious  villain  and  weal- 
thy mifer,  while  unprotected  innocence  has 
been  facriliced  to  avarice,  impotence,  and 
contumely. 

The  laws  of  England  which  are  fpecifi- 
cally  good  and  wholefome,  have  multiplied 
to  an  enormity  that  is  truly  aftonifhing. 
and  it  is  to  the  contradiction  of  the  Jud- 
ges that  we  are  indebted  for  that  difgrace- 

ful 
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ful  proverb  the  "  glorious  uncertainty  of 
"  the  law,"  which  is  fpoken  of  with  as 
much  indifference  as  though  there  was  no 
evil  annexed  to  it  : — and  therefore  it  has 
happened  that  while  the  form  of  our  go- 
vernment has  exifted  the  adminift  ration 
of  juftice  has  not  only  been  tardy  ; — but  it 
has  been  fo  heavily  taxed  that  the  great 
bulk  of  the  nation  has  found  fecurity  only 
fjom  the  fpirit  of  its  citizens ; — while  par- 
tial and  cruel  violations  of  our  privileges 
have  raifed  a  general  clamour  againft  the 
excellence  of  our  boafted  conftitution, 
which  is  likely  to  fhake  it  to  its  very  foun- 
dation. 

There  are  aeras  in  the  progrefs  of  civil- 
ization favourable  to  the  amelioration  of 
governments,  and  there  are  characters  fome- 
times  at  the  head  of  affairs,  who  by  difpo- 
fitions  unaccountably  extravagant  and  fool- 
i(h,  which  excite  the  difguft   of  the  ftate, 

when 
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when  a  general  defection  never  fails  to  acce- 
lerate the  removal  of  abufes  or  the  over- 
throw of  all  government. 

Such  were  the  characters  of  Charles  the 
Firft,  and  Second,  and  James  the  Second, 
whofe  follies  paved  the  way  for  our  glorious 
revolution  of  1688 — fuch  was  the  con- 
tumely and  arrogance  of  the  minions  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  that  it  provoked  the 
people  of  America  to  revolt,  and  ultimately 
effected  a  defalcation  of  that  empire  from 
the  mother  country  : — and  fuch  I  prefume 
will  be  the  obftinacy  of  the  prefent  admi- 
niftration,  that  by  refilling  all  kind  of  amend- 
ment they  will  haftcn  the  deftru&ion  of  the 
eonftitution. 

I  fent  you  by  Mr.  II — ray  the  whole  of 

the  documents   reflecting  the  difpolal  of 

your  different  cftates,  with  a  flatement  of 

the  arrangements  which  I  have  made  for 

a  Mr. 
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Mr.  T n  and  his  family:  but  as  his 

departure  was  very  fudden  I  had  not  time 
to  write  to  you  fo  fully  as  I  wifhed.  How- 
ever, I  flatter  myfelf  you  will  confider  this 
a  fuhicient  apology,  and  do  me  the  honour 
to  continue  a  correfpondence  from  which 
I  promife  myfelf  fo  much  pleafure. 

You  have  inclofed,  a  ftatement  of  the 
final  adjuftment  of  the  bufinefs  confided  to 
my  management,  with  a  power  to  draw 
upon  me  for  the  fum  flill  in  my  hands. 

I  beg  leave  to  affure  you  and  your  adopt- 
ed children,  and  my  valuable  friend  Mr. 
II — ray,  of  my  utmoft  folicitude  for  their 
happinefs,  and  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 

Your  fincere  and  faithful  friend* 

T.   Mor — LEY. 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXXII. 

P.  P — ,  Ejq.  to  Sir  Thomas  Mor — ly  Bart. 

Bellefont,  July. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

Mr.  II — ray  having  made  a  fliort 
delay  in  Philadelphia  in  order  to  adjuft 
his  bufmefs  preparatory  to  his  final  fettle- 
ment   with  us,    neceffarily    procrallinated 

our  felicity  of  embracing  Mrs.  F ,  and 

telling  her  that  we  lincerely  rejoiced  to 
have  it  in  our  power,  to  prove  how  tenderly 
we  were  intereiled  in  all  the  viciflitudes  of 
her  happinefs. 

The   delicacy  of  her  frame,  I  perceive, 
has  been  not  a  little  fhattered  by  the  fhocks 

that 
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that  have  been  given  to  her  fenfibility,  and 
while  I  was  contemplating  the  animation  of 
her  face  which  fo  peculiarly  expreffes  the 
fentiments  of  a  heart  pregnant  with  virtue, 
moulded  with  feminine  foftnefs,  and  warm 
with  all  the  focial  virtues,  I  felt  the  keeneft 
indignation  at  the  caufe  of  her  fufTerings, 
and  filently  reprobated  the  depredations 
which  unnatural  reftraint  muft  ever  pro- 
duce. 

The  change  of  her  fituation,  and  the 
endearments  of  her  friends,  added  to  the 
cheerful  and  joyous  pleafures,  that  fpon- 
taneoufly   prefent   themfelves    to    a    mind 

formed  like  Mrs.  F- 's,  could  not  fail 

to  perfect  her  profpect.  of  happinefs,  fo  far 
as  depended  upon  herfelf  and  relations ; 
and  which  has  been  compleated  by  the  mu- 
tual fympathy,  infpired  for  each  other,  by 
her  and  Mr.  II — ray,  and  I  am  happy  to  in- 
form you,  that  their  union  will  be   folem- 

nized 
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nized  as  early  as  the  rules  of  decency  will 
permit. 

Suffer  me  to  return  you  my  moil  fincere 
thanks  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in 
the  various  arrangements  that  my  requifi- 
tion  mud  have  given  you ;  and  to  allure 
you,  that  while  I  am  furrounded  by  thofe 
I  love,  and  feel  all  the  tranquility  of  mind 
after  a  long  and  boifterous  life,  which  a 
fituation  fo  delectable,  as  being  placed  in 
the  center  of  your  friends,  and  cherifhed 
by  the  cordial  interchange  of  the  conge- 
niality of  fentiment,  muft  ever  afford  to 
a  rational  being,  I  am  not  forgetful  of  the 
friendfhip  you  have  fliewn  me,  by  your  at- 
tention to  my  unfortunate  relations,  nor 
infenfible  of  the  honour  you  do  me  in  re- 
queuing a  continuance  of  our  correfpon- 
ebnee. 

The  happy  effects  from  changing  the  fi- 
liation of    my    nephew,    is    every    day 

marked 
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marked  with  fome  new  feature,  diftinguifn- 
ed  by  manly  form  ;  and  they  now  difplay 
the  renovated  energy  of  a  mind  naturally 
good,  but  which  had  been  long  dormant, 
and  like  decrepitude  in  the  arms  of  beauty 
that  views  the  charms  of  love  through  the 
medium  of  a  palfied  frame,  and  refigns  the 
joys,  it  has  not  vigour  to  attain,  was  ir- 
fenfible  to  the  pleafures  that  are  obtained 
by  the  virtuous  exertions  of  a  noble  emu- 
lation. 

Upon  his  arrival,  I  requeued  that  he 
might  be  formally  introduced  to  me,  hav- 
ing previoufly  defired  Mr.  II — ray  to  re- 
queft  of  him,  never  to  mention  to  me  his 
former  errors,  and  only  generally  to  ex- 
prefs  his  gratitude  for  any  favours  he 
might  conceive  I  had  done  his  family  ;  and 
as  I  enjoined  all  our  friends  to  cautioufly 
avoid  mentioning  to  him,  any  thing  that 
bordered  upon  the  fubjed  of  his  juvenile 

abfurdities 
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abfurdities,  I  foon  perceived  that  my  pur- 
pofe  was  anfwered:  For  in  a  very  fhort 
time,  he  began  to  make  off  his  former 
habits,  and  having  no  perfon  to  lounge 
with,  he  foon  followed  the  example  of 
thofe  with  whom  he  is  living. 

His  underflanding  has  not  only  been  re- 
generated but  his  perfon  has  already  be- 
come robufl,  and  he  now  has  more  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  Ancient  Briton,  than  one  of 
thofe  fine  fellows,  whofe  nerves  require  the 
afliftance  of  harfhorn,  to  enable  them  to 
encounter  the  perils  of  a  hackney  coach, 
or  the  fatigues  of  a  mafquerade. 

Among  the  number  of  our  friends,  is 
a  Mrs.  S ,  whofe  difpofition  from  be- 
ing naturally  good,  has  acquired  in  the 
cultivation  of  her  mind,  all  that  fweetnefs, 
which  the  qualities  of  the  ingenuous  heart, 
and  a  lively  underflanding,  produce  in  fuch 
eradiated  charms. 

This 
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This  perfon  has  not  been  infenflble  to 
the  perfonal  accomplifhments  of  George, 
and  I  took  care  to  encourage  thofe  feelings 
in  him,  which  her  beauty,  and  the  gentle- 
nefs  of  her  temper,  had  infpired;  and  which 
I  was  the  more  anxious  of  doing,  as  I 
thought  it  the  molt  effectual  way  to  prompt 
him  to  the  practice  of  virtue,  as  it  would 
be  making  him  acquainted  with  domeftic 
pleafures,  refulting  from  being  united  with 
an  amiable  and  fenfible  woman,  and  give 
him  a  juft  idea  of  their  fuperior  joys. 

Thus  you  will  find  my  friend,  though 
all  my  tender  hopes  were  blafted,  and  all 
my  pleafures  mutilated,  while  my  anguifh 
was  as  corroding,  as  my  loffes  were  fevere, 
I  am  now  furrounded  like  a  Patriarch  of 
old,  and  with  my  eyes  fixed  upon  Heaven, 
where  I  expect  to  join  my  loved  Juliana, 
and  fond  offspring,  I  am  contented  in  ad- 
miniftering  all  the  good  to  which  the  li- 
mits 
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mits  of  my  capacity  can  extend — and  if  it 
is  the  rewards  of  my  ftruggles,'  I  confefs  I 
am  over  paid  from  the  alleviation  I  feel  to 
the  pangs  of  a  heart  long  fince  overwhelmed 
with  forrow. 

You  (hall  foon  have   my  opinion  upon 
the  progrefij  and  advantages  of  philofophy. 

Farewell. 


P.   P- 


THE     END, 
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